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“A Rural Youth Club was defined as: 

 
"A society of young people who meet together to enjoy themselves and at the 
same time, learn something of their country and the joys that come from helping 
others. The club caters for boys and girls from both city and country, and its aims 
are to interest all members in rural affairs." (These objectives were amended from 
time to time.)” (Rural Youth Movement of South Australia from A History of agriculture in 
South Australia.  [website]  PIRSA.) 

 
 
The Rural Youth Creed 

I promise to do my best:- 

• To lead a clean and honest life 
• To help others at all times 
• To learn all I can of Australian country life. 

 

 

 

 

The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group decided to collate the history of the 
Lenswood and Forest Range Rural Youth Club as our 2014 project.  Rural Youth formed 
a pivotal part of the lives of community members from the ages of 16 to 25 from 1957 to 
around 1980.  A sub committee of ex-Rural Youth members was formed.  This group 
have planned a celebration of Rural Youth memories on 12 October, 2014.  As part of 
this project we have reviewed minute books, newspaper cuttings and photo collections of 
former members and collated this book to record the history.  Thank you to everyone 
who has shared their photos and newspaper cuttings. 

 

The booklet will be maintained by the History Group and available for download at 
http://ruralyouthlfr.wordpress.com/  

We will provide updates as corrections or new information are supplied.  If you have 
corrections or any new details or stories please email lfrlocalhistory@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

Rural Youth Recollections sub-committee: 

Peter Stafford, Cam Stafford, Helen Vickers, John Vickers, Martin Fry. 

Booklet collated and edited by Jo Shaw. 
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IN THE BEGINNING … 
Year 1 - 1957 
 

Although Rural Youth started in South Australia in 1952 the movement did not 
commence in our district until 1957.  Prior to that the Agricultural Bureau had a section 
called Junior Bureau, which supported the youth with an agricultural background.  
Lenswood had “one of the most virile junior bureau branches” according to an article on 
the Agricultural Bureau in the Chronicle in 1950. 

Although the goals of Junior Bureau were focused on agriculture the goals of Rural Youth 
focused more on broader social interaction and development for youth who had interest 
in rural affairs.  Rural Youth was supported by the Department of Agriculture.  

 “A Rural Youth Council was appointed in early 1951.  The Council consisted of 
representatives of the Advisory Board of Agriculture, Women's Advisory Bureau 
Council, Department of Education, Royal Agricultural and Horticultural Society, 
Australian Broadcasting Commission, the Chronicle newspaper, the Stock 
Journal and financial institutions. The Director of Agriculture was Chairman of the 
Council.”  (Gray, 1987, p56) 

Peter Angove was the first General Supervisor to support the Rural Youth Movement in 
December 1951.  The state was divided into zones and our region formed the Central 
Zone.  Although the age range was originally 16-22 it was raised to 25 years of age in 
1959.  Rural Youth advisors were allocated from the Department of Agriculture.  At first 5 
positions were allocated however by 1976 the number was dropped to 3.  Each club had 
local adults as advisors to support and guide each group.  

The first meeting of Lenswood and Forest Range Rural Youth Club was held at 
Lenswood Mission Hall on 11 January 1957.  The full minutes of this meeting are 
included below: 

Minutes of meeting held at Lenswood Mission Hall, January 11th 1957 

There were 25 present and Mr AT Hooper and Mr JD Playford represented the 
Rural Youth Movement. 

Mr Hooper moved and JD Playford seconded that Peter Caldicott be elected 
Chairman.  Carried. 

Mr JD Playford was asked to take notes of the meeting. 

Mr AT Hopper then addressed the meeting and afterwards slides were shown. 

Dene Rowley proposed and Bob Leslie seconded that a Senior Rural Youth Club 
be formed and that it be known as the Lenswood and Forest Range Rural Youth 
Club.  The election of officers then followed. 

President Peter Caldicott 
V. President Judith Bridges 
Secretary John Stafford 
Treasurer Darcy Green 
News Reporter Don Morris 

A social committee was formed consisting of John Schapel, Helen Norton, Dene 
Rowley, Bill Joyce. 
 



A Youth Well Spent 
 

 

© The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc.  28 September 2014   Page | 5 

It was moved by Dene Rowley and seconded by R Leslie that the 1st meeting be 
held in the Methodist Hall, Lenswood. 

It was moved J Bonython, seconded by D Rowley that the meetings be held on a 
Tuesday evening.  R Leslie Moved and C Stafford seconded that the meetings be 
held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month. 

That the 1st meeting be a film evening dealing with Public Speaking was moved 
by R Leslie and seconded by J Bonython. 

A Committee of six Advisory Committee members was formed consisting of 
Messrs H A Reschke, A Morris, D Green, G Leslie, Don Green and Mrs GW 
Schultz. 

It was arranged that Mr JD Playford address the Office Bearers and Advisory 
Committee next Tuesday, January 22nd, at 8 pm at the home of Mr Ken Caldicott. 

A vote of thanks to Mr AT Hooper and Mr JD Playford was moved by R Leslie and 
seoncded by J Bonython. 

The meeting closed at 10.45 pm 

Each “year” for Rural Youth ran from July to June, so the first ‘year’ was just six months.  
During that first year 30 members attended meetings on a wide range of topics.  (Note, 
for the purpose of this record a member is defined as attending more than one meeting in 
a year.)    

On 29 January the club met in the Methodist Church rooms where Mr J Playford showed 
films on public speaking.  It was decided at this meeting that Jeff Bonython would 
represent the club in the ABC public speaking competition.  Public speaking formed a 
large part of the Rural Youth movement, with debating being a component of many 
meetings and intergroup events.  Many of the leaders of the district attribute their ability 
to speak in public to the skills they developed in debates as part of their Rural Youth 
membership.  The Central and Southern Zone conference was approaching and Peter 
Caldicott, Dene Rowley and Darryl Green were elected to attend. 

Meeting format was generally the official business (minutes, action points etc) followed 
by the topic of the night.  The topic often took the form of a visiting speaker, however 
debates and public speaking practice, or visits to businesses or other organisations, were 
common events.  

Mr Hooper attended the meeting of 12 February.  He showed slides of various clovers.  
This meeting was definitely well rooted in the agricultural background of many attendees.  
Clover again formed the basis of a second February meeting on 26 February.   Mr Greg 
Botting, the district agricultural advisor, talked with the boys about the benefits of using 
clover as a ground cover in orchards.  He shared information and slides about recent 
trials in this practice.  The meeting was segregated, showing the prevailing gender-based 
attitudes of the time.  The girls didn’t learn about clover.  They attended a session by Mrs 
Ron Perry on preparation and arrangement of flowers for interior decoration.  Preparation 
for being good wives. 

By 12 March the club held a practice debate.  The topic was “should one marry under the 
age of 21”.  Mr Reschke acted as adjudicator.  The affirmative side, Bill Caldicott, Helen 
Norton and Jeff Bonython were awarded victors over the negative side, Dene Rowley, 
Joy Schapel and Bill Joyce.  The first competitive debate was held with Adelaide Club, 
who visited Lenswood & Forest Range Club on 26 March to debate.  The topic was “that 
the country way of life is preferable to that in the city”.  Dene Rowley, Helen Norton and 
Peter Caldicott strongly argued the affirmative, however Adelaide won the debate 371 to 
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361.  Debates were scored by adjudicator/s who allocated points for the argument, the 
rebuttal and presentation.  Mr J Bonython acted as adjuicator for this debate. 

On 9 April the meeting was again attended by Mr J Playford, who presented information 
on public speaking.  This was followed by a play reading “The Bathroom door”.  This one 
act farce had everyone laughing.   Just two weeks later the club travelled to Mount 
Pleasant for a social evening.   

The first club ‘visit’ was to the SA Tractor Company on 28 May.  Thirteen members 
attended and were divided into two groups for the tour.  They were shown around the 
showroom, offices, boardroom and workshops.  The showroom housed a large caterpillar 
D8 which captured much attention.  In the theatrette a range of films was shown, all 
featuring crawler tractors.  

Now what could a company specialising in heavy earth-moving equipment offer to a 
young band of apple growers? Safety was deemed to be a common denominator and the 
theatrette was put to good use to sell the product. 

John Stafford recalls “Fifty six years later I still have vivid memories of watching a 
maintenance operator crawl through the open and unsecured jaws of a large scraper just 
at the very moment that someone else was meddling with the hydraulics. No we weren't 
shown any blood but we were left in no doubt as to what the sudden closer of those jaws 
might do to someone's torso. This was one of many such gory messages focussed on 
the safe handling of mechanical equipment.  Surprisingly we all tucked into a very 
enjoyable supper to conclude our visit.” 

 
Rear : Unidentified, Garth Schultz.   
Second row : John Stafford, Dene Rowley, Bob Lesley, Unidentified 
Third row : Don Morriss, Dean Brock, Campbell Stafford 
Front : John Caldicott (seated), Joy Plummer, Topsy Rowley (Bonython) and Darcy Green.  Photo courtesy John Stafford. 

 

The final meeting of the first year was held on 25 June when the club was again joined 
by Mr J Playford who showed films on public speaking, frosts and sheep farming.   
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Year 2 – 1957-1958 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 8 July 1957 at the Lenswood Methodist 
Kindergarten room and was attended by fifteen members.  Those elected were: 

President: J Bonython 
V President: Dene Rowley 
Secretary: J Bridges 
Treasurer: Bill Joyce 
News Reporter:   J Schapel 
Advisors: Mr H Reshke, Mr W Green, Mr Don Green, Mr A 

Copeland, Mrs Schultz, Mrs Poyner, Mr Noel Green 
 

The second year of the Club opened on 22 July with a quiz.  Topics ranged from farming 
to general knowledge.  The President, John Bonython, conducted the quiz, which was 
held around a large stump fire.  The 12 August meeting turned to the topic of finance, 
with Mr Cameron giving a talk on cheques, bills of exchange and the different between 
trading and savings banks.   On 9 September, Mr G Botting gave a talk on orchard 
spraying.  At that meeting the club proposed that Joy Schapel be nominated for a trip to 
the Perth Royal Show. 

In September the club billeted a member of the New Zealand Young Farmers, Bruce 
Paterson.  On 23 September he gave a slide presentation on New Zealand, which 
highlighted the similarities and differences between our two countries.  Members from 
Victor Harbor and Mt Compass Clubs travelled to Lenswood for the evening to hear 
Bruce speak.  Central and Southern Zone conference delegates, Peter Caldicott, Dene 
Rowley and Mrs Don Green were appointed at this meeting. 

October saw members of our own club share their travel stories.  On 21 October John 
Stafford gave a report on his “Northern Bus Tour” while Peter Caldicott showed slides of 
his trip to Western Australia.  Mrs Evans was guest speaker and spoke to the Club about 
the Red Cross organisation on 11 November.  She provided details about blood 
transfusions and the members discussed donating blood.  Preparing for public speaking 
and debating competitions was the topic presented on 25 November by Mr A Hooper.  
These skills would later prove critical to Club members.  Mr G Botting was back again on 
9 December with a talk about soil deficiencies and Mr J Playford returned on 24 February 
1958 to talk about show camps and Rural Youth Rallies.     

The attendance at meetings was beginning to struggle at this time.  Some meetings were 
cancelled and attendance ranged from 5-8 for some months.  Early in 1958 Mr M Glenn 
began to visit the Club.  Max Glenn was to remain advisor for the rest of the activities of 
the Lenswood and Forest Range Rural Youth club.  On 27 March he helped the group 
draw up an interesting programme of meetings and discussed ways to improve 
attendance.   

Sixteen members attended the meeting of 10 April and Max Glenn returned with slides.  
He showed coloured slides of some projects done by other clubs and of Rural Youth bus 
trips.  The slides were followed by a darts contest 

Dene Rowley shared a slide presentation on 24 April to a group of twenty members.  The 
topic was the ABC final of the Boys competition, which had recently been held in Sydney.  
The competition was held each year at the Royal Easter Show.  A boy and a girl were 
selected to represent South Australia.   The ABC paid their fare to NSW.  The 
competitors were assessed on their agricultural knowledge and also on their ideas on 
what they have done, and could do, to make their district club better.  Dene showed his 
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knowledge and skills by winning the state ABC competition and going on to come second 
in the national competition. 

 
1958 State ABC competition certificate – Dene Rowley won 
the state competition. Courtesy Dene Rowley. 

 

 
1958 National ABC competition certificate – Dene Rowley 
came second in the national competition. Courtesy Dene 
Rowley. 

The social aspect of Rural Youth was always very strong and, as many clubs held 
dances, there were often invitations to attend these events.  Invitations to attend dances 
at Blackwood and at Gawler were received and accepted.   On 5 May the club held a 
debate amongst its own members.  The two teams debated “that the future of the mixed 
farmer is more assured than the specialist”.  The negative team were Peter Caldicott, 
John Stafford and Joy Schapel.  The debate was to have been against Mt Pleasant, who 
were, unfortunately, unable to attend, however our negative argument was strong and 
not rebutted!   

Mr RM Butterfield explained the educational training required of a veterinary surgeon to 
the club on 22 May.  He also discussed the variety of diseases that humans could 
contract from interaction with animals.  Adelaide Club extended an invitation to our club 
to debate “that ability not sex should govern the rate of pay”.  This was the semi-final of 
the Central and Southern Zone Debating contest and we were to debate the negative.   
John Stafford recalls the night vividly.  “Imagine turning up for a debate final all very 
nervous and wondering how well prepared you are to debate the subject in question, 
when a member of the opposing team greets you with the comment, “I hope you went 
well putting together the affirmative argument for this subject?”  We quickly assured him 
that we were required to prepare a case for the negative whereas he was quite adamant 
it was the other way around.  Shock horror - how do you re-work a debate preparation in 
a mere 15 minutes before the event?  Such was our first experience of tactics aimed at 
unnerving the opposition, and the name David Ragless would remain permanently 
embedded in our tortured psyche.” 

12 June was a fun night for the club.  Sixteen members joined a hayride on John 
Stafford’s trailer to Dene Rowley’s property where the lights of the tractor providing 
lighting for a meeting.  This was followed by a barbeque supper and then there was 
singing, which was accompanied by John Stafford on the accordion.  Clearly this was a 
fun night for all.  A play reading had been planned for the meeting of 26 June but, as 
there were only seven members present, this was cancelled.  However, John Caldicott 
gave a review of the zone rally, which had been held at McLaren Districts club over the 
recent long weekend. 
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Year 3 – 1958-1959 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held at the Forest Primary School, Lenswood on 10 
July 1958 and was attended by eleven members.  Those elected were: 

President: John Stafford 
V President: Bill Joyce 
Secretary: Joy Schapel 
Treasurer: Barry Schultz 
News Reporter:   Marlene Leaney 
Asst News Reporter: H Battye 
Advisors: Mr AJ Copeland, Mr D Kumnick, Mr H Reschke, Mr 

Noel Green, Mr R Mason, Mrs D Kumnick, Mrs GW 
Schultz 

 

At the AGM the club decided to clear briars from around the two war memorials.  This 
would be the first of many years spent working on managing that land. 

On 11 August, the first meeting of the year, seventeen members undertook a visit to the 
British Tube Mills.  The factory was at Kilburn where steel from Newcastle was 
processed into materials for use in fencing, trucks, buildings and machines.  This was 
later known as “Tubemakers”.  The club was divided into three groups for the tours, 
which included the first aid rooms and the mill rooms, where members saw a wide variety 
of tools being manufactured, along with golf clubs, bicycle rims and car parts.  The 
minutes commented that this was an ‘amazing and interesting’ tour. 

The meeting of 28 August was held at the Mission Hall.  Guest speakers were Instructor 
Garrett and Constable Higgs from the SA Police.  They presented a talk and films on 
road safety.  This focus on road safety was opportune as the next meeting was a 
progressive tea.  On 11 September the group travelled to a number of homes to share 
different courses of a meal.  The evening began at the Schapel home with chicken soup, 
which was followed by bacon and egg pie at the Stafford homestead.  Zigzagging over 
the district the club next moved to the Caldicott home where they had refreshing fruit 
salad and ice-cream dessert before a final course of cheese and greens at the Schultz 
home.  Thanks to all mums!  Following this feasting a business meeting was held before 
the evening ended with singing around the piano. 

Mr M Glenn showed films on agriculture on 25 September and on 9 October he was back 
to surprise the group with a public speaking night.  The members’ talks were recorded 
and later played back.  This was a surprise for all, and indeed a shock for some, but 
proved a valuable learning experience.  Three teams competed and winners were Jeff 
Bonython, Joy Schapel and Cam Stafford, led by Don Morriss. 

November started with a gala Guy Fawkes night held in conjunction with the Memorial 
Park committee.  The event raised £90 profit.   On 23 November Jeff Bonython gave a 
talk on his recent three-week trip to Queensland and the Brisbane Show Camp where he 
represented the state.  He showed slides of the trip.  The group particularly noted the 
vegetation in Queensland.  This was followed on 20 November by a group of twenty 
members travelling to radio station 5DN.   Mr Merv Thomas, programme director, took 
the group to the control room where the engineer on duty explained that only one person 
was required to control the whole station’s output.  They then visited the recording room 
and the monitor room, where tape recordings are edited.  He explained how advertising 
was used and then took the group to the extensive library before winding up in one of the 
three recording studios.  Farming again featured as a topic when on 11 December Mr G 
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Botting gave a talk on bulk handling in the apple industry.  At this time apples were still 
picked into boxes and bulk handling was still a few years away on the horizon. 

1959 started with a trip to The Advertiser on 12 February.  The group was divided into 
two groups as they toured through various facets of the production of the Chronicle.  
Each member received a free copy of The Chronicle during the visit.  Public speaking 
came to the fore at the meeting held on 9 April.  Members gave prepared talks on the 
history of the district.   

 Darcy Green:  Transport 
 Kay Fullston:    Schools and Churches 
 John Caldicott: The Cold Stores 
 Peter Caldicott: Sporting Facilities 
 Bill Joyce:  Agriculture 
 

The meeting, held on 9 April saw Mr Kretschmer of Port Implement Co. give a slide 
presentation of agricultural machinery used in America.  Films and slides formed a large 
part of the meetings.  Just two weeks later, on 23 April, Max Glenn screened three films 
on fruit fry.  The films graphically showed the damage fruit fly could cause.  At this time 
the club was again planning another a tidy-up around the War Memorials and also 
considering some tree planning.  On 14 May they invited Mr Steward, foreman of the 
Botanic Gardens, to give a presentation on trees and shrubs. 

At the meeting held 28 May members were chosen for a debate against Mt Pleasant 
Club.  Those selected were John Stafford, Joy Schapel and Warren Murdoch.  The topic 
of this debate was “that sudden variations in production to meet changing prices is 
unsound agriculture”.  This meeting was also entertained by slides shared by Bill Joyce 
and Peter Caldicott of their recent tour of the Snowy Mountains.  The itinerary had been 
Mt Gambier, Warnabool, Geelong and Lakes Entrance before heading to Cooma for a 
tour of the Snowy Mountains Scheme facilities.      

Fire stations are exciting places for young and old. On 3 July the group visited the 
Adelaide Fire Station and, while there, were thrilled by a fire call that occurred during the 
visit.  They were shown over the control room and the garages, where various appliances 
were housed.  The members viewed the practice tower and a shed where basic training 
was conducted.  The club decided that they would enter the competition the Royal 
Adelaide Show “courts competition”.  A theme of “Apples” was selected.  
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Year 4 – 1959-1960 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held at the Lenswood Methodist Hall on 14 July 1959.  
Those elected were: 

President: Dene Rowley 
V President: Cam Stafford 
Secretary: Joy Schapel 
Asst Secretary: Bill Joyce 
Treasurer: John Caldicott 
News Reporter:   R Paterson 
Advisors: Mr AJ Copeland, Mr D Kumnick, Mr H Reschke, Mr 

Noel Green, Mr R Mason, Mrs D Kumnick, Mrs GW 
Schultz 

 

The year opened on 23 July with a games evening held at the Mission Hall.  The group 
enjoyed an evening of table tennis, quoits, indoor gold darts and board games.  This 
meeting including planning for building the Show Courts display, which was later 
awarded second prize at the show.  This was the first time the club had entered.  

 
A talk on raising veal calves by Mr McNeil was presented on 27 August and on 8 October 
Mr Glenn gave a talk on bees and their value in orchards.  At the 22 October the meeting 
acknowledged a perpetual trophy, donated by Mr K Caldicott would be awarded to the 
winner of the zone rally.  Lenswood and Forest Range were hosting the next rally, their 
first.  A copy of a new newsletter, “Newscast” was circulated and the club decided to take 
part in the publication, with the news reporter to forward stories. The group decided to 
build a noticeboard next to the shop at Lenswood.  They also decided that the money 
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won in the Royal Show display would go towards offsetting the cost of the board.  This 
notice board was duly erected and stood for many years, providing a place for the display 
of football, cricket, tennis and basketball teams (as netball was then called) as well as 
community information.  Mr Warren Murdoch was approached to draw up plans.  Mr 
Glenn gave a talk about ways to relax before public speaking.  This was useful to many 
of the members as public speaking and debates were always stressful to the participants.   

 
Former Lenswood noticeboard, erected by Rural Youth, displayed community information to many years.  Photo courtesy 
Peter Stafford. 

At the meeting held on 26 November Mr AJ Clifton was the guest speaker.  He was the 
Poultry advisor with the Department of Agriculture and he spoke on generating maximum 
production from poultry.  At this meeting the date of the rally, hosted by our club, was set 
and a planning sub-committee was formed comprising Dene Rowley, John Stafford, Joy 
Schapel, Peter Caldicott and advisor Mr D Kumnick. 

The final meeting for 1959 was held on 10 December at the home of Mr and Mrs G 
Schultz.  Joy Schapel and Bill Joyce gave a summary of their bus tour to Melbourne.  
They travelled to Melbourne across through Bendigo and back along the coast road, 
providing an excellent overview of a wide range of Victorian country-side.  A highlight of 
the trip was a visit to Her Majesty’s Theatre for a production of My Fair Lady.   The first 
meeting for 1960 was held on 21 January and at that meeting it was decided the 
members would give blood at the blood bank on 18 February.  Cam Stafford recalls that 
the members bravely fronted to donate blood.  One member unfortunately fainted, and 
he wasn’t actually giving any blood!  The guest for the next meeting was Mr E Deerman, 
the district fire control officer, who gave a presentation on bushfires and their prevention.  
He included several practical demonstrations on fire safety. 

The Advanced Driving Wing at Thebarton was visited by a group of seventeen members 
on 4 February.  This was always a place where much was learned, but also where thrills 
were sought.  The group toured the stables where they viewed the ‘police greys’ before 
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moving to the saddle room and leather shop.  Next they moved on to view the vehicles, 
including police cars and motorbikes.  In the lecture room they saw models of various 
Adelaide intersections and learned of some of the accidents at these sites.  Finally a 
couple of road safety films were shown.  In one the reaction time of the driver was 
highlighted.  Reaction times of some of our members were tested, causing much interest 
and amusement, but was also excellent learning about the realities of how slowly we 
react in accidents.   

Jersey cattle show preparation was the topic of the meeting on 18 February when Mr 
Dolling, from Macclesfield, spoke about requirements to prepare the animals for judging.  
He gave an overview of the points that judges were looking for and how to achieve 
maximum points. 

Each year the clubs in each zone held a rally, where clubs would compete in events with 
each other.  These rallies were always great fun but were a lot of work for the host club.  
The Lenswood and Forest Range Club hosted the 1960 rally and preparation for this rally 
formed the major part of the meeting held on 3 March.  This meeting ended with each 
member presenting a ‘party piece’ with some members singing, some playing musical 
instruments and one presenting a few simple tricks.   

On 17 March Max Glenn again shared public speaking skills.  Each member then 
presented a one-minute talk.  For some this was a relatively easy task, for others it was 
more onerous, however all participated. The public speaking team for the rally was 
selected as Dene Rowley, Kay Fullston and John Stafford.  31 March saw the group 
preparing running lanes at the Memorial Park before moving to the Mission Hall for 
decorating in preparation for the Rally Ball and final preparations for the rally itself. On 14 
April the group reviewed recent the rally which was generally considered a success by 
all.  Lenswood and Forest Range winning the most points at the rally, were declared the 
winders of the rally and therefore the trophy that had been donated by Ken Caldicott.  
This meeting ended with a play reading with each member taking several roles. 

Woodroofe’s soft drinks were one of the major drink makers of the day and on 25 April 
the club visited the Norwood factory to see the making and bottling of these soft drinks.  
Our twenty members were invited to taste various flavours by our host, Mr Bailey.  After 
much tasting the group toured the factory and viewed the well, where water was drawn 
and filtered ready for the soft drink.  They also saw the cordial mixing process and finally 
the bottling and storage of the final product.   

Farming was again the topic of the meeting, held 12 May, when Ian Mackstead and John 
Lamb spoke on their farming activities in New Zealand and, in particular, on their district 
of Waikato in the north island.  The following meeting, held on 25 May, was an evening of 
competition and games held at the Mission Hall.  Games included table tennis, quoits, 
indoor golf, darks and various board games.  During the week some members had door-
knocked the district raising funds for the Children’s Hospital.  A total of £77-12 was 
collected. 

Balls and dances were heavily promoted across clubs and, at the meeting held 9 June 
Kay Fullston was nominated to compete in the Miss Rural Youth competition to be held 
at Birdwood.  As a public speaking exercise at this meeting each member spoke on the 
topic of what they would like to see in the program of meetings for the coming year.  John 
Stafford said he would like to see more informal social activities, Bruce Plummer said 
that visits to factories were also well attended while Bill Joyce asked that a bus tour be 
considered.  Ron Martin suggested that there be a problem corner at future meetings!  
These ideas were all considered at the next program-planning meeting.  Fund raising 
social events were planned, including a Treasure Hunt/Car trial planned for 8 July to be 
followed by a barbeque at the Football shed and an Amateur Hour at the Mission Hall. 
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The final meeting for this committee was held on 23 June where planning for the Royal 
Show Courts competition began.  The theme for this year was ‘Orchard Spraying’ and it 
was planned to feature a modern sprayer as the centrepiece.  Plummer’s shed was 
offered as a site for building the display and a display sub-committee was tasked with the 
planning and building. 

During the past year there were 27 members on the roll.  John Stafford was appointed 
Central Zone representative on the State Committee.  Ross Goodwin, from the New 
Zealand Young Farmers, was been hosted during the year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 – 1960-1961 
 

The Annual General Meeting was attended by eighteen members and was held 7 July 
1960 at the Mission Hall.  Those elected were: 

President: Bill Joyce  
V President: Barry Schultz 
Secretary: Kay Fullston 
Asst Secretary: Kath Joyce 
Treasurer: Noel Beauchamp 
News Reporter:   John Caldicott 
Asst News Reporter: Ron Martin 
Advisors: Mr AJ Copeland, Mr D Kumnick, Mr Murdoch, Mr Noel 

Green, Mr R Mason, Mrs D Kumnick, Mrs GW Schultz 
 

At the meeting held 22 July the Treasurer, Noel Beauchamp, reported that a car trial and 
barbeque had raised £9.4.0.  John Stafford, who attended the Civil Defence School at Mt 
Macedon, gave a presentation, with charts and diagrams, on how devastating the effects 
of radiation can be after a ground-to-air burst bomb has been dropped on a city. 

The meeting of 4 August took on a much lighter note when an Amateur Hour was 
planned and Joy Plummer was asked to obtain a mannequin from Eudunda Farmers for 
the Royal Show exhibit.  The exhibit, depicting spraying an orchard and the many pests 
that were the targets of the sprays, was built in Plummer’s shed.   
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Royal Show exhibit 1960.  Photo courtesy John Stafford. 

 

Mr W Moller, a pathologist with the Department of Agriculture, joined the meeting of 29 
September.  The meeting was held at Forest School and he a talk on Black Spot in 
apples.  He drew diagrams on the blackboard to illustrate how the spores are transported 
in early spring and outlined the life cycle of the fungus.  13 October saw thirteen 
members travel to Adelaide Airport and visit the TAA hanger.   Mr Hayward welcomed 
the group and showed the group over the hangar and to a Fokka Friendship plane.  The 
group inspected the flight deck, where the many dials, indicators and buttons were of 
great interest, and the kitchenette.  After this the group watched the landing of a Super 
Viscount and, after the passengers alighted, the club members climbed aboard and the 
plane taxied to the hanger.  Most of the group would never have been inside a plane 
before. 

On 27 October the meeting was held at the Mission Hall.  Mr K Murdoch used the school 
projector to screen films from the Australian Wool Board.  At this meeting the club 
planned a working bee to clean up the land around the memorials.  This was a task often 
performed by Rural Youth.  At that time the land was owned by the community, not the 
Council, and so full responsibly for the upkeep lay with community members.  This was 
Dene Rowley’s last meeting.   

The club received a cheque for £17.10.0 for gaining a prize in the Show Courts 
competition for 1960.  This was acknowledged at the meeting of 3 November, where Mr 
Glenn and John Caldicott showed slides of the recent interstate bus tour.  This meeting 
discussed ways to keep girls interested in the club.  Topics proposed included home 
planning and decorating!  The club again joined with the Park committee for a Guy 
Fawkes event.  
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17 November saw an entertaining evening 
where the advisors debated the club 
members.  The topic of the debate was “that 
changes in women’s fashions are too 
drastic”.  Mr W Murdoch adjudicated the two 
teams.  Messrs Kumnick, Mason and Green 
took the affirmative, while the negative team 
was John Stafford, John Caldicott and 
Margaret Sheppard.  The debate was very 
amusing and was conducted under a new 
rule that each speaker spoke for ten 
minutes with no right of reply.  The 
affirmative team won by two points.  Note 
that this was still some five years before 
Jean Shrimpton wore that controversial 
‘mini’ skirt in Melbourne.  Fashion was 
flouncy and floral as can be seen in the 
image at right.  It was still a long way from 
short skirts and pants seen at the end of the 
decade.  It would have been interesting to 
see that same debate just ten years later. 

The interests promoted for men and women 
were very much divided in 1960 and the 
meeting of 1 December continued this 
division.  The boys discussed an orchard 
inspection held that day and viewed slides presented by a visiting exchangee from 
America, Robert Schmidt.  The girls had a demonstration from a beauty consultant, Miss 
Helen Price from Myer Emporium.  With the help of Mrs Stafford, Joy Schapel and Sue 
Schultz, Miss Price demonstrated the art of makeup, facials and massage.  However, the 
meeting of 13 December saw the boys and girls again united when fifteen members 
visited Adelaide radio station 5DN and were part of the audience of Radio Canteen.  
Radio Canteen was a popular variety and comedy program that featured a young Bob 
Francis with Les Dayman and Margaret Faulds.  1960 was the last year of the show, 
which had run for eleven years. 

1960 finished with a visit from the Birdwood Club on 22 December.  A Christmas social 
was held at the Mission Hall.  The hall was decorated with balloons and one corner 
featured a decorated Christmas Tree.  The programme included dances and games with 
a supper of banana nut sundae and cool drinks. 

1961 started with another social evening, a progressive tea.  The evening started with 
drinks and appetizers at Schultz’s followed by entrée of savouries at Stafford’s.  The 
main course, with salads and savouries followed at Schapel’s and the final course of 
parfaits and banana splits was shared at the Joyce home.   

At the meeting of 2 February it was decided to hold a busy bee at the Lenswood 
Memorial Park.  Damp was a constant problem at the oval and the busy bee was 
planned to dig out the floor.  A guest speaker at this meeting was Jeff Walker, 
International Young Farmers exchangee to America. 

On 16 February agriculture again came to the fore as Mr AT Hooper addressed the club 
members on Dairy Cattle herd management, with slides showing both good and bad 
examples of herd management.  Some club members visited the Clare region for an 
exchange weekend and an invitation was extended for them to visit our club for an 
exchange weekend in April. 

Bess Georgette blog, posted 20Feb2013.  
http://bessgeorgette.com/blog/2013/02/20/im-
popping-to-the-shops-want-me-to-pick-you-up-a-
dress/ - viewed 28 June 2014. 
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The dramatic skills of the group were called upon for the meeting of 16 March when the 
members showed their hidden talents and staged a TV program.  The evening featured 
commercials, a light orchestra and a drama produced by John Stafford. 

Mrs Brionowski was the guest speaker at the meeting held 30 March.  She talked about 
planning an imaginary Dream Home.  This was, perhaps, a very good topic because 
many romances and marriages flourished amongst the members.  Mr AT Hooper 
returned on 13 April to talk about memory training.  He said that by using association and 
sequence techniques members could talk for any length of time on any subject.  How 
many of those present remember this meeting? 

The meeting of 27 April is noted as the eighty-fifth meeting of the club.   This meeting 
saw Mr GS Pickhaver join the members to share information on the topic “Milk from diary 
to table”.  He was the milk products advisor with the Department of Agriculture at the 
time.  Everyone received pasteurised milk in a tretra pack.  This was new and 
fashionable packaging at the time that was a ‘tetrahedron-shaped’ carton.  The ‘brick-
shaped’ carton we know so well today later replaced this pyramid shape. 

But agriculture took a back seat for the next meeting.  On 11 May it was “Gents evening” 
a quaint title - the evening was not FOR gents but BY gents.  The boys entertained the 
ladies (that is the phrasing in the minutes) with a slide show, social activities and supper, 
which was served by the boys. 

25 May saw reports from two bus trips.  Bus trips were great social fun, but also 
presented opportunities for learning about different regions of Australia; their history and 
their agriculture.  Barry Schultz and John Caldicott reported and showed slides on their 
trip to Victoria while Kath Joyce and Noel Beauchamp reported on their trip to the south-
east of South Australia.  Many life-long friends were made on these trips.  Bill Joyce also 
attended the Queensland Show camp this year. 

Adelaide Tonight was a long running variety show on Channel Nine, hosted by Lionel 
Williams.  Many SA families watched it religiously.  On 7 June eighteen members of the 
club visited the studios of Channel Nine at Tynte Street, North Adelaide to be part of the 
audience of this live production. 

The second part of the diary information sessions was held on 15 June.  The topic was 
cheese and Mr GS Pickhaver presented a discussion of the many varieties.  He also 
supplied a supper of various cheeses, which was greatly enjoyed. The following week 
was the final meeting for that committee.  The group again assembled, this time for 
debates.  There were two debates were adjudicated by Mr S Thompson: 

1. Advisors vs club – “that the decimal currency would be a definite advantage” – 
this was five years before decimal currency was introduced in Australia – the 
affirmative side, the advisors, won. 

2. Club vs club – “that sex, not ability, should govern the rate of pay” – what a 
debate that would have been!  The negative team was awarded victory. 

During the past year Kay Fullston had competed in the state final of the girls ABC 
competition and Colin Creber, an exchangee from Queensland, was hosted for two 
weeks. 
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Year 6 – 1961-1962 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held 6 July 1961 at the Forest Range Hall and was 
attended by 16 people.  Those elected were: 

President: Cam Stafford  
V President: Noel Beauchamp 
Secretary: Joan Smee 
Asst Secretary: Carol Morris 
Treasurer: Ron Martin 
News Reporter:   Kath Joyce 
Advisors: Not recorded  

 

On 20 July Mr R Keal and Mr R White, from the Adelaide Camera Club, presented an 
illustrated talk on photography.  Members bought along their own slides, which were 
critiqued by the two experts.  The show exhibit subcommittee advised that they were 
building the display in the shed of Mr GW Schultz.  A Rural Youth badge was printed and 
the girls were assigned to gather produce for the display. 

 
1961 Show Courts entry – Tree to table.  Photo courtesy John Stafford. 

17 August was a fun evening with a talent quest where each member presented an item.  
This was followed by a quiz, presented by Mr S Thompson, on the topic “Know your 
Australia”.  Mr Thompson was headmaster at Lenswood Primary School at the time.  The 
men defeated the women in the quiz.  Agriculture returned to the fore on 31 August with 
a presentation on fat lamb production from Mr C Bungay.  He was from the Department 
of Agriculture.   

At the Royal Show this year some club members took part in a very unusual spectacle, a 
maypole tractor dance.  In the first image below, Barry Schultz and Joan Smee are on 
the second tractor from the front and Bruce Plummer and Joy Schapel are on the third 
from the front. 
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Royal Show Tractor Maypole, September 1961 - shows participants.  Photo courtesy Joan Murdoch. 

 
Royal Show Tractor Maypole, September 1961 - shows Maypole and tractors.  Photo courtesy Joan Murdoch. 
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Twenty members attended the meeting of 14 September where they learned about the 
Snowy Mountains Scheme from Colin Anderson, an exchangee from New South Wales.  
The following meeting, 28 September, recorded that the club received a cheque for £10 
from the department for the “most progressive clubs in the Central Zone for 1960-61” 
awards.  The evening concluded with a “Salmagundi evening”.  This is an evening of 
mixed games.  Around this time a group of members attended a tractor driving 
competition at Strathalbyn.  John Stafford recalled the mixed gender race where Joy 
Schapel drove the tractor forwards and he had to drive the tractor backwards. 

Some members presented prepared papers at the meeting of 12 October.  These 
included: 

• Bruce Plummer – Vegetable growing 
• Barry Schultz – Soft fruits 
• John Rowley – Dairy cattle 
• Noel Beauchamp – Cricket 
• Heather Bennett – Basketball 

On 26 October Mrs Brionowski gave a talk on interior decorating at the Forest Range 
Hall.  She spoke specifically on the scientific use of colour in homes.  It is interesting to 
note that the sexes were not segregated for this meeting, as they had often been for 
other meetings where home-maker skills were shared. 

Cam Stafford and Joan Smee joined members of other clubs in a bus trip to Victoria.     

 
Victorian bus trip, 1961.  Photo courtesy Joan Murdoch.  
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Group photo of Victorian bus trip, 1961.  Cam Stafford is on the front right.  Photo courtesy Joan Murdoch. 

The club again joined with the Lenswood Memorial Park Committee to present a Guy 
Fawkes night for the community.  Various members staffed sideshows on the evening.  
At the meeting of 9 November Cam and Joan shared stories of their experiences on their 
12 day trip to Victoria.  Also at that meeting Gay Schultz presented a talk on her week 
spent in the show camp and Helen Alexander gave an illustrated talk about her trip to 
Tasmania.  Receipt of a cheque for £27.10.0 from the Royal Show Society as prize 
money was recorded in the meeting and another busy bee to clean the War Memorials 
and their surrounds was planned. 

A progressive tea and hay ride were the features of the meeting of 23 November.  The 
meal started at GW Schultz’s with savouries and drinks.  This was followed by chops and 
steaks at the Lenswood Memorial Park and finished at the Smee home with a 
smorgasbord of desserts.  The minutes note that the group then travelled via “the 
roughest tracks possible” to the Joyce home for their meeting.  Just seven days later, on 
30 November, the club met at the Forest Range Hall for two debates, adjudicated by Mr 
S Thompson.   

1. Club vs club – “that the sons and daughters of farmers be paid an agreed wage” 
– the affirmative team won. 

2. Club vs Agricultural Bureau – “that migration to Australia should be suspended” – 
the Bureau team won. 

Following another meeting on public speaking, where the members were recorded and 
critiqued by Max Glenn the group held their final meeting for the year at the Forest 
Range Hall.  With Christmas just a few days away the members enjoyed a Christmas 
party with games and dances.  Music was provided by Mrs M Conlon and Miss V Fox.  
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1962 started with musical events.  A New Year’s Eve ball was held at the Lobethal Hall 
and then the club celebrated its 5th birthday with a barn dance held at the Lenswood 
Football Shed.  C Anderson provided music.  Peter Caldicott, a founding member, cut the 
cake.   

Rural Youth members learned a wide range of information about agriculture, useful 
speaking and meeting skills and also skills that would prove valuable in a wide range of 
life events.  On 1 February Mr K Clare and Mr N Hein gave a presentation on first aid.  
Members learned two forms of artificial respiration and mouth-to-mouth resuscitation.  
They also learned about treating fractures, burns, bites and shock. 

After a meeting on 1 March where Mr Eric Mathews presented the topic “Diseases of 
animals and humans” the club challenged the Blackwood Club to a debate on 8 March at 
the Forest Range Hall.  The local club had practiced the topic just a few months earlier 
“that migration to Australia should be suspended”.  J Schapel, K Langmead and J 
Stafford debated the negative however the result of the debate was declared a draw with 
each team scoring 271 points.  A games evening was held at the Lenswood Football 
Shed on 15 March.  Games included quoits, darts, skittles and bowls.  21 March saw a 
return debate with the Blackwood Club.  Kay Langmead, John Stafford and Cam Stafford 
lost by a small margin arguing “that man will benefit by visiting the moon”. 

Meetings were well attended around this time with around 18 members attending each 
meeting.  Much effort was put into ensuring a social component for each meeting and 
two members were allocated responsibility for this each time.    A presentation by Mr 
Clifton from the Department of Agriculture on poultry care and maintenance was the main 
topic of the meeting of 29 March.  12 April saw a meeting entitled “Information Please”.  
Members asked questions on current affairs, which a panel did their best to answer.  The 
panel comprised Mrs Stafford, K Fullston, R Mason, J Stafford, and Noel Beauchamp 
and members later provided their own opinions. 

Boys and girls were again segregated for the meeting of 26 April.  Mr Lewis spoke to the 
boys on car tuning while Mrs M Sickerdick demonstrated floral art to the girls.  The club 
won first place at the Strathalbyn rally.   Kath Beauchamp (nee Joyce) recalls being in 
the Public Speaking competition at a Zone Rally at Strathalbyn.  “I climbed up on the 
stage.  I mumbled 10 words, stood with my knees shaking for what felt like 10 minutes, 
and climbed down again thankfully before I either burst into tears, fainted, wet my 
pantsor all of the above”.   
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Rural Youth members from a range of clubs view hay baling equipment at Strathalbyn Rally.  Photo courtesy John 
Stafford. 

 
Rural Youth members from a range of clubs view farming equipment at Strathalbyn Rally.  Photo courtesy John Stafford 

The talents of the group were again on show on 10 May when a talent quest was held.  
This was followed by a sing-a-long with Gloria Tucker on the piano.  On 7 June Mr B 
Jagger joined the group to provide a talk on training “seeing eye dogs” with the help of 
his dog, Dane. 

Entertainment skills were never far from the front and 29 June saw another concert at the 
Mission Hall.  The event, called “Revue 62” raised £28.8.0 for the local Emergency Fire 
Service.  Nineteen members took part and the evening was compared by Cam Stafford.  
Approximately 200 people attended.  
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Bill Joyce and John Stafford were awarded leader awards this year and John Stafford 
represented South Australia as the exchangee to Tasmania.  John recalls his trip below: 

“The Tasmanian judging competition was an annual event that drew male and 
female young farmer competitors from all over that state as well as a 
representative from each of the other states on the mainland.  In representing 
South Australia I was duty bound to uphold the honour of my state. 

On the day of the big event I soon realised that as an apple grower I had never 
cultivated the necessary skills of assessing the finer qualities of a pig and I was 
little or no better at discerning the merits of the ovine and bovine components of 
the competition.  My very poor aggregation of judging points thus far was not 
something I looked forward to sharing with Arthur Hooper on my return to South 
Australia.  Something had to be done… 

The common segregation of male and female activities in that era was never 
something that was enforced, it was simply a matter of accepted practice.  Now, I 
wondered, was there any rule to prevent a desperate interstate male competitor 
from dabbling in something like the girl's cake judging competition?  My mother's 
baking prowess had taught me a lot more about cakes than I knew about pigs. 

It seemed that simply because no one had ever needed to cross the divide 
before, there was no rule in place to prevent a male from participating in female 
events and the winner of the competition was simply the one with the highest 
aggregation of points.  Game on!  In my very first foray (was it cake judging - I 
cannot remember) I managed to achieve second place and was therefore 
encouraged to take on other events. 

Some of my male competitors had noticed that I had discovered a way of 
accumulating additional points and they too decided to test their culinary 
credibility.  Needless to say I did not win the judging competition but thankfully, 
due to some timely manoeuvres, I was not totally disgraced.” 
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Year 7 – 1962-1963 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held at the Forest Range Hall on 5 July 1962.  Those 
elected were: 

President: Noel Beauchamp  
V President: Barry Schultz 
Secretary: Kathleen Joyce 
Asst Secretary: Sue Schultz 
Treasurer: John Rowley 
News Reporter:   Kay Langmead 
Hostess: Joan Smee 
Host: Cam Stafford 
Advisors: Mrs GW Schultz , Mrs LJ Stafford, Mr GW Schultz, Mr 

R Mason, Mr D Kumnick, Mr Noel Green, Mr D Rowley, 
Mr Thompson 

 

The meeting of 19 July saw guest speaker, Mrs Giles, give a demonstration of dressing a 
fowl for the pot.  Twisting the wings and arranging the legs were highlights of the 
presentation.  Kath Joyce won the zone final of Miss Rural Youth and, as Miss Central 
Zone went on to compete for the state title.  She says she doesn’t recall much about her 
time in Rural Youth, however does remember winning the Miss Central Zone Rural Youth 
competition.  She says that her real claim to fame was that she was Bill Joyce's sister, 
however, a quick glance at the committee memberships shows Kath heavily involved in 
committees for many years.   

2 August saw the club undertake a visit to Parliament House.  The host for the visit was 
Mr Shannon, MP.  Howard Huntley Shannon was our local MP for many years.  He 
explained parliamentary procedure and the history of various parts of the building.  This 
was followed on 16 August by a visit from Sergeant Kohler and Constable Zwacker from 
the Advanced Driving wing of the SA Police.  They gave a presentation, including films 
on the road rules of South Australia.   

On 13 September the group hosted Sir Thomas Playford as guest speaker.  A mock 
parliament was conducted.  Members divided into two teams to act as the government 
and opposition.  They held a lively debate on “should hotels stay open after 6.00 pm”.  
Public speaking practice was held at the meeting of 27 September with prepared papers 
presented.  Topics were: 

• Kay Langmead – History of pioneers in the district 
• John Rowley – Progess of Rural Youth 
• Marion Dickson – Progress of domestic methods 
• Heather Bennett – Development in trends of buildings 
• John Caldicott – Progess of road building 
• Bill Joyce – Progess in agricultural methods 

A visit to Bartholomew’s Abattoir at Lobethal was conducted on 11 October.  The evening 
is recorded as a “most enjoyable evening”.  Some of the more energetic members went 
in search of a killable sheep.  When one was finally carried to the slaughter yard Mr 
Bronte Bartholomew gave an excellent display of butchering.  Winston Lee was an 
exchangee from New Zealand and on 18 October he was a guest a barbeque held at the 
Memorial Park.  This was followed the next week by a slide show featuring his home 
district and Winston entertained and enlightened the group with stories of his homeland.  
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The visit of Winston to Lenswood was to have a lasting effect on one young local.  He 
swept Gay Schultz off her feet.  They married and lived in New Zealand. 

A Salmagundi evening featured on 25 October.  The evening was held at the Lenswood 
Memorial Park Hall where a range of games was enjoyed.  A couple of weeks later the 
topic of the meeting was “The life cycle of the bee”.  Mr Mitchell, Inspector of Apiaries 
and Mr Bruce, an apiarist, jointly presented this topic.  The minutes comment that 
everyone “was surprised to learn of the intelligent way in which bees conduct their social 
life”.  The challenge of public speaking again reared its head at the following meeting.  
On 22 November Bill Joyce conducted a “Take it from here” evening.  Each member 
talked for a minute on the word last spoken by the previous speaker.  This was loosely 
based on a segment of a BBC radio program of the same name that ran for 12 years, 
and can still be occasionally heard on radio or online.  The following night a car trial was 
held through the hills.  

On 6 December twenty-two members attended the meeting at which the focus was a 
debate.  Kay Langmead, Rosemary Collins and Sue Schultz debated against Heather 
Bennett, Marion Dickson and Cam Stafford.  The topic was “that television is 
educational”.  Following the debate Sue Schultz gave an interesting talk on the 1962 
show camp.  She shared slides and stories. 

The year ended on 20 December with a visit to Malcolm Wick’s vintage car collection at 
Balhannah.  The collection featured multiple sheds of vintage vehicles (cars, motor bikes, 
delivery vans) and until recently the whole collection was still intact.  He shared a number 
of slides illustrating the restoration of a vintage car, the end result being present for all to 
view.   After Malcolm’s death some of the vehicles move to other collectors however, at 
the time of writing most of the vehicles are still housed at the Balhannah property. 

The birthday of the club was again celebrated in January 1962.  On 19 January the club 
celebrated with the dinner at the Lenswood Memorial Park Hall.  54 people gathered for 
the celebration.   A cake, made and donated by Mrs CW Joyce, was decorated as a 
replica of the Rural Youth badge.  After the banquet the tables were cleared and dances 
and games were conducted.   The following week, on 24 January, the group met at the 
Woodside Court Room where Sergeant Nash gave a detailed account of court 
proceedings.  At the same meeting a committee was elected to build a float for the Apple 
and Pear Festival Queen.  The group were performing a number of fundraising activities, 
raising money for the Queen competition entrant, Kath Joyce. 
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Apple & Pear Festival, 1963.  Float preparation.  Photo courtesy Peter Stafford. 

 
Apple & Pear Festival, 1963.  Float display at the Festival.  Photo courtesy Peter Stafford. 

At the meeting held 7 February the speaker for the evening was Mr R Winn, from the 
Department of Agriculture.  He gave a talk on “Pollination and how it affects us”.  He 
explained agreements between farmers and apiarists and discussed the mutual benefit 
of bees on farming properties.  The following night the club members met at the 
Lenswood Bowling Club for an evening of lawn bowls.   

One month later, on 7 March, Mr Whitehead gave a talk on wills.  He explained the legal 
aspects of these vital documents.  28 March saw planning begin for the Rural Youth ball, 
which this year was to be hosted by our club in August.  Slides selected for the Rally 
Slide Competition and a presentation of prepared papers by: 
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• Rosemary Collins – SA Natural Resources 
• Lesley Trenorden – Industry 
• Lindley Packer – History 
• John Green – Transport 
• Neale Green – Agriculture 

The club came second in the Zone Rally.  An overseas trip by Mr White formed the basis 
for the meeting of 4 April when he presented his slides from the trip to the club.  At the 
meeting of 18 April the club discussed planning to host a Civil Defence School to be held 
at the Memorial Park Hall.  Ideas were also discussed for “Revue 63”.  In 1962 the club 
had not entered a stand in the Royal Show Stand competition, however at the meeting of 
2 May they decided to enter in 1963 and £22/10 was later won for a minor placing in the 
Royal Show stand competition.  A talent quest was held with member presentations 
ranging from poetry to violin recitals. 

On 16 May Mr Hille of the South Australian Perpetual Forest Company gave a 
presentation on the importance of the pine industry to the Australian economy.  He 
explained some of the steps in growing the trees and shared a movie showing the tree 
from seedling to sawn timber.  The meeting held on 30 May saw Mr M Glenn give a 
presentation of stage fright, and what to do about it.  This was opportune as the next 
meeting, held 13 June was a rehearsal for the “Revue 63” evening.  “Revue 63” was held 
at the Mission Hall on 28 June.  Evelyn Golding recalls “I was about seven and Sue 
Conlon and I had to pretend that we were the children of Merilyn and Ivan Probert at this 
musical at the Mission Hall.  We were supposed to be ‘hippies’ swinging our beads 
around with flowers in our hair.  I was so nervous and just stood there not moving.”  
About 200 people attended and the door takings were 
£24.10.0.  The profits were donated to the EFS.  A 
Ranleigh tray was presented to Dene Rowley for his 
years of service to the club.  Made of stainless steel, 
the trays were strong and durable, while looking like 
silver.  They were often engraved for a presentation.  
Most homes contained a tray as they were often given 
as wedding presents.   

At the final meeting for this committee, held 4 July, 
Gloria Tucker was nominated to compete in the Miss Rural Youth competition, which she 
later won.  Guest speaker Mr Morrisset, spoke on the history and development of veteran 
cars. 

Noel Beauchamp won the trip to Tasmania this year while Heather Bennett went to 
Victoria. Cam Stafford received a leader award. 

 

 

 
  

Ranleigh tray - image from ebay 
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Year 8 – 1963-1964 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 11 July 1963 at the Forest Range Hall.  Those 
elected were: 

President: John Caldicott  
V President: Ron Martin 
Secretary: Gloria Tucker 
Asst Secretary: Kay Langmead 
Treasurer: John Green 
News Reporter:   Rosemary Collins 
Hostess: Kathleen Joyce 
Host: Barry Schultz 
Advisors: Mr & Mrs GW Schultz, Mrs LJ Stafford, Mr R Mason, Mr 

D Kumnick, Mr N Green, Mrs G Squiers, Mrs Joyce, Mr 
K Martin, Mrs Trenorden 

 

On 25 July Mr Boomsma from Woods and Forest Department joined the meeting and 
spoke on “Trees for the home and farm”.  This was followed on 8 August by a visit to 
Cross Road Bowling Centre for a night of competition and fun.  Boys and girls again split 
for the meeting of 22 August.  After the business of the meeting the boys went to the 
primary school for a talk on ballistics by Sergeant Patterson.  The girls remained in the 
Methodist room for a talk in cake decorating by Miss Sutton. 

The club were again competing in the Royal Show stand competition and erected their 
show stand on 9 September.  The topic for the year was “The heart of health” and the 
stand comprised a map of South Australia, picked out in apples and surrounded by 
things to do with apples.  It was awarded first prize, winning £45 for the creative efforts. 
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Health of a different kind was the topic of the meeting held 19 September when the guest 
speaker, Mr Harris from the Marriage Guidance Council, showed a film and led a 
discussion on the topic of marriages.   

3 October saw the presentation of prepared papers on the following topics: 

• Sue Schultz – Trees and shrubs for home and city 
• Merrilyn Rowley – Trees from nursery to box 
• Graham Camac – By-products of woods 
• Lindley Packer – The history of SA forestry 

A fun evening was held on 17 October with a game of softball on Lenswood oval 
however the meeting of 31 October was more structured with Mr Glenn organizing a 
session of interviews which were recorded as a learning experience.  Field Days have 
always been well-attended events in the area and on 14 November a panel of members 
and the Department of Agriculture representative reported on a recent orchard field day.  
28 November saw rural information from the United States shared by Karen, an 
exchangee from Nebraska.  She gave an illustrated talk about her 
homeland.  Karen was a member of the 4H club in the US and spent 4 
months in Australia, part of that time with the Smee family of Lenswood.  
Nebraska is a land-locked state in the US and Karen had never seen 
the ocean before leaving the US.  The Smee family took her to Aldinga 
and, as most Australians do, told stories of the sharks lurking in the 
waters.  During her stay with the Smee family the news of the 
assassination of John F Kennedy broke.  Karen left her memories with 
the Smee family.  Mrs Smee’s cookbook still has Karen's recipe for 
Pumpkin Pie.  The Smee family recalls thinking that Pumpkin Pie was rather strange at 
the time.  4H is still a strong organisation in the United States, with over 6.5 million 
members aged between 5 and 21.   

2 December saw more club debates.  Two debates were conducted “that the modern 
Miss makes a good Mrs” and “that the Australian males are a sorry lot”; two topics that 
would certainly have generated a lively discussion.  Many social events were 
programmed over the Christmas period.  Members from the club entered a car trial at 
Birdwood, a Christmas social was held and 27 members attended a picnic at Moana.  
The first meeting of 1964, held on 9 January, hosted Mr Baldwin from the Department of 
Agriculture who spoke on “Nitrogen in soils and soil structure, especially in orchards”.  He 
also offered some helpful tips on what to look for when buying fertilisers.  Around this 
time, after investigating a number of options for clubrooms, the club moved most 
meetings from the Kindergarten Rooms at the Lenswood Methodist Church to the ‘Club 
Rooms’ at Lenswood Memorial Park.  The use was provided free of charge, giving the 
club access to the hall, with piano, playing fields and barbeque was well as a meeting 
room and the kitchen.  The club installed a ceiling in the kitchen to improve the facilities 
and undertook some painting.  

23 January saw a slide show by John Rowley and Kay Squiers who shared slides of their 
NSW bus tour.  Lawn bowls was again a fun activity for the club when, on 6 February, 20 
members met at the Lenswood Bowling club.  Physical activity gave way to cerebral 
activity two weeks later when the club debated the Adelaide Club.  John Green, Peter 
Joyce and Graham Camac debated “that examinations are a fair test of merit”.  While the 
team put up a good argument the Adelaide team narrowly defeated them. 

Kentwood was a goat stud at Basket Range and on 5 March the club visited to learn 
about goat farming.  All enjoyed a supper of goat’s milk and biscuits.  The following 
weekend the club joined 28 members of WA Young Farmers for a tour of the Lenswood 

4-H - 
http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/4-H 
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Coldstores followed by a barbeque lunch at the Rowley residence.  Mr J Playford gave a 
talk on public speaking on 24 March and then put the group through an exercise, while 2 
April again saw the club on a visit, this time to the Shell fuel storage site at Birkenhead.  
The group were shown over the huge plant before being treated to supper provided by 
Shell. 

On 14 April Mr Birks from the Department of Agriculture gave an illustrated 
presentation on insects.  He detailed the structure of insects and explained 
various types.  The members were impressed with the sheer numbers in 
the insect world including 7,940 species of butterfly and over 16,660 species 
of beetles.  A film called “Rival World” was viewed to complete the evening.  
This was followed on 30 April with another Salmagundi games evening.  At this 
time the club joined with others in production of a monthly newsletter and agreed we 
would input information.  Graham Camac agreed to host an exchange from the UK, 
David Lewis in May.  As was customary the Lenswood Memorial Park and the Rural 
Youth Club were often working together on projects.  At this time Bill Joyce was Park 
Secretary.  The club donated money for the purchase of stacking chairs for the Park and 
reminded members to attend the Ball in aid of the Park the following night.  14 May saw 
public speaking with Peter Joyce, Michael Schultz, Sue Schultz, Lesley Trenorden, 
Graham Camac and Lindley Packer presented entertaining and enlightening prepared 
papers.  On 28 May Mr Birks returned with more insects, this time talking on pests of the 
insect world. 

Exchange members from clubs interstate and overseas were always opportunities to 
make new friendships and learn about other countries.  On 4 June David Lewis from 
Wales gave a slide presentation of farming in his homeland.    Helen Alexander shared 
her slides and stories of her recent trip to New Zealand at the next meeting.  Few people 
had travelled interstate, let alone overseas at that time and these presentations provided 
a view of the world wider than that in the Adelaide Hills.   

The final meeting of that committee saw Miss Shaw, domestic arts teacher at Oakbank 
Area School, give instruction on the baking of sponge cakes, a critical skill for any 
country woman of the day.  She then judged cakes previously made by members and 
advisors before the members practiced their judging skills by also judging the sponge 
cakes.  Ruth Green’s cake was judged the best.  The evening concluded with a supper of 
sponge cake and cream. 

Barry Schultz was awarded a club leadership award this year. 

 

  



A Youth Well Spent 
 

 

© The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc.  28 September 2014   Page | 32 

THE PARK YEARS … 
 

 
Lenswood Memorial Park Hall.  Photo courtesy Peter Stafford. 

 

 

Year 9 – 1964-1965 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on at the “club rooms” at Lenswood Memorial 
Park on 7 July 1964.  Those elected were: 

President: John Rowley  
V President: Graham Camac 
Secretary: Merilyn Probert 
Asst Secretary: Kay Squiers 
Treasurer: Peter Joyce 
News Reporter:   Paulette McDonnell 
Hostess: Ruth Green 
Host: John Caldicott 
Advisors: Mr & Mrs C Green, Mrs LJ Stafford, Mr N Green, Mrs G 

Squiers, Mr K Martin, Mr R Mason, Mrs C Joyce, Mr J 
Stafford, Mr D Kumnick 
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The new committee year commenced with a debate on 23 July.  The topic was “that a 
tractor is of more use to a farmer than a wife”.  The teams were divided along gender 
lines with the girls taking the affirmative and clearly arguing well as they won the debate.  
A second debate on the night was club versus advisors on the topic “that the fluoridation 
of public water supplies is beneficial”.   The members were the winning team. 

Insects again formed the topic of the presentation on the evening on 6 August.  Mr Noel 
Stewart from Waite Institute gave an illustrated talk on beneficial insects.  This was 
followed on 19 August by a trip to the Waite Institute to visit the entomology department.  
Mr Keith Doull, otherwise known as “the bee man”, hosted the club.  The following night a 
fun evening was had when the twenty-two members went ice-skating at St Moritz Ice 
Skating Rink in Hindley Street.  Opened in the early 60’s this was a popular venue for 
many years.   

2 September saw the group erecting their stand at the Wayville Showgrounds, an annual 
event and usually one that was great fun.  A programming evening on the topic of “soil 
conservation” was held on 14 September.  This was followed on three nights later by a 
discussion evening with a panel of advisors.  The lively discussion covered topics 
ranging from fashions to parent-child relationships.  Graham Camac also reported on his 
trip to New South Wales, which was apparently “too noisy”.  On 1 October John Stafford, 
who by now had moved from club member to club advisor, attended another discussion 
evening.  All members participated in speaking on two topics of interest in the district. 

Kilmore is a town 60km north of Melbourne. Colin Fry, Graham Camac, John Caldicott 
and Michael Schultz travelled there with the Adelaide Rural Youth Club on the October 
long weekend.   The image below shows members from various Central Zone clubs as 
the cross into Victoria.  Colin billeted with the Stone family during his trip. 

 
Left to right Carmel Tuohy (Adelaide Club), Colin Fry, Rosemary Trethewey (Adelaide Club), Peter Stone (from Victoria) 
and Rosslyn Trenorden (from Torrens Valley Club).  Photo courtesy of Colin Fry. 
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On 15 October they presented a summary of their trip.  At that same meeting Cam 
Stafford conducted a “Take it from here” session.  Mr R Mason organized a car 
navigational trial and the club undertook the event on 19 October.  Car trials were 
popular fund raising events into the seventies.  Eventually insurance risks saw the 
demise of club-based trials.  The winning driver was John Caldicott.  The wooden spoon 
was awarded Graham Camac.  On 12 November Mr Blencowe gave a talk on soil 
structure and of the soil types found in this district. 

On 26 November Mr M Glenn gave a talk on the 12-year history of Rural Youth in South 
Australia.  He noted that there were now 12 zones comprising 125 clubs with over 5,000 
South Australian youths were currently members. 

The club held a meeting on 2 December to discuss how to increase its membership.  
They decided to reintroduce a social event at the end of each meeting as a way of 
increasing attendance.  The following night nine members met to hear Mr Neville Forde 
speak about a CSIRO expedition to Central Australia that he had recently taken part in.  
With Christmas fast approaching the club held a hayride featuring carol singing around 
the district on 19 December.  Seventeen members attended the evening, which ended 
with fruit salad and ice cream at the Camac home.  A collection taken during the evening 
was donated to the “Lobethal Old Folks Home”, now known as Restvale. 

1965 started on a summery 7 January evening with lawn bowls at the Lenswood Bowling 
Club.  On 28 January Mr John Steed from the Department of Agriculture, spoke about 
cultivation in orchards and its effect on erosion.  A week later, on 4 February, Mr Max 
Glenn conducted a “radio roundup” evening.  Seven members jointed the Adelaide Rural 
Youth Club for a camp at Toc H at Victor Harbor.  With the Mt Compass rally fast 
approaching the evening of 18 February was spend selecting slides for the photography 
competition. 

On 4 March Mr Ian Britain-Jones joined the club as guest speaker.  Mr Britain-Jones was 
from Robbies Aircraft Company.  The next meeting was 18 March and ice-skating at St 
Moritz Ice Rink again kept the group “on their toes”.  Some members showed more skills 
than others as all tried to move gracefully around the rink.  After a couple of meetings of 
programming and quizzing conservation was again the topic on 29 April when Mr EH 
Hergstrom, a well-known field naturalist, was the guest speaker on the topic. He stressed 
the importance of young people taking an interest in conservation explaining that 
Australia was generously endowed with many rare and interesting species of flora and 
fauna.  He showed a series of slides, many of which were taken underwater on our coast 
and featured unusual marine life.  On the evening of 13 May a representative from the 
Olympic Tyre Company was scheduled to be guest speaker.  He arrived, however 
explained that he would not be able to give his presentation as he had experienced an 
accident on the way to Lenswood.  The club took the opportunity to practice public 
speaking. 

Visits to Police departments were always popular.  On 27 May fourteen members visited 
the scientific investigation branch and were hosted by Detective Sergeant Patterson.  He 
showed the members through the building and the explained some of the forensic 
techniques to gather evidence.  10 June saw a social night with a barbeque was held 
and, at the following meeting, Mr Gordon Perrin, the Clerk of Onkaparinga District 
Council, addressed the meeting on the change to decimal currency.  This change was 
just eight months away.  

John Caldicott and Barry Schultz were awarded leadership awards this year. During the 
year the club won 3rd place in the Rally and sponsored the Lenswood Apple and Pear 
Queen in the Apple and Pear Festival.  They hosted members of Young Farmers from 
Victoria, New South Wales and Western Australia and Merilyn Probert took part in an 
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interstate bus tour.  The public speaking team went on to represent Central & Southern 
Zone in the state final while Graham Camac represented the state in the National ABC 
final. 

 

 

 
 

Year 10 – 1965-1966 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on at the clubrooms at Lenswood Memorial Park 
on 8 July 1965.  Thirteen members attended.  Those elected were: 

President: Graham Camac 
V President: John Green 
Secretary: Peter Joyce 
Asst Secretary: Paulette McDonnell 
Treasurer: Colin Fry 
News Reporter:   John Rowley 
Hostess: Merilyn Probert 
Host: Ivan Probert 
Advisors: Mr & Mrs C Green, Mr W Joyce, Mr N Green, Mr N 

Forde, Mrs LJ Stafford, Mr C Joyce, Mr R Mason, Mr K 
Martin, Mr D Kumnick, Mr J Stafford, Mrs Camac  

 

The first event for this committee was a visit to Nelson and Producers Meat Market in 
Light Square, Adelaide on 20 July.  The host for the evening was Mr Sims who showed 
the group over the sales floor and cold rooms.  He explained the function of the market 
and an outline of market expansion.   

The club hosted the Central Zone Miss Rural Youth Ball on 30 July.  Paulette McDonnel 
represented the club and £80 was taken on the door.  On 12 August Helen Wright, an 
exchange from New Zealand, addressed the meeting and showed slides of New 
Zealand.  Building of the show stand, which depicted forestry, took place on 26 August.  
This was erected the following week, 1 September, at Wayville Showgrounds.  The topic 
of the stand was Forestry.  The stand was awarded third place. 
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Show stand 1965 – Forestry.  Photo courtesy John Stafford. 

The SA public speaking final was held on 8 September at 529 Studio at Football House.  
Gawler narrowly defeated Lenswood who were represented by John Rowely. The 
following night, in the Rothman Theatrette at the Wayville Showgrouds, the state 
debating final was won by Cummins District.  Our team was John Rowley, Graham 
Camac and Merilyn Probert.  The team had prepared well and even met with Tom 
Playford for background during their research.  On 23 September a number of prepared 
papers were presented.  Paulette McDonnell, John Green, Peter Fry, Adrian Probert and 
Colin Fry presented papers on various aspects of conservation.   

Norwood Boys Technical High School was the location of the club visit on 14 October.  
Fifteen members travelled to the school, which is now known as Marryatville High 
School.  It had one of the few large telescopes in Adelaide.  Mr McQuisten, a member of 
the Astronomical Society, gave a talk on the solar system with the help of the telescope 
in the observatory dome.  After the observatory the club had supper at the Las Vegas 
Coffee Lounge. 

On 2 November Mr Max Glenn conducted a “Radio Roundup”.  Two groups discussed 
current affairs and a chairman asked questions.  The session was recorded and played 
back.  Agriculture was bought to the fore on 28 November when Mr Hannaford, from the 
Department of Agriculture, spoke on “Products of Dairying”.  Peter Joyce addressed the 
group on 16 December when he spoke of his trip to the Snowy Mountains.  The final 
event for 1965 was held on 23 December when the club went carol singing on the back 
of Barry Schultz’s truck. 

1966 started with a birthday barn dance at the Memorial Park Hall on 22 January.  
Members from Adelaide, Paracombe and Torrens Valley clubs joined the festivities.  On 
3 February the group travelled to Charleston to inspect Mr Meiglich’s herringbone dairy.  
In a ‘herringbone’ dairy the milking equipment is in the centre, with the cows lining up on 
either side.  The pattern is much like a fishbone.  The dairy industry was again the topic 
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on 3 March when Mr CA Chillingworth, dairy advisor, gave a presentation on the dairy 
industry in South Australia. 

A game of softball was held between Paracombe and Lenswood on the Memorial Park 
oval on 17 March.  Continuing the theme of dairying 13 March saw the group visit the 
head office of the Adelaide Milk Board.  Softball games were recurring sporting events 
and on 17 March seven members from Paracombe club competed against our members 
in a softball ‘friendly’ on the oval at Lenswood. The local team, captained by Gordon 
Schultz, narrowly defeated the opposition, captained by Don Gillard.  The umpire was 
‘honest John’ Rowley.  On 31 March another meeting in the “Dairy Industry” series was 
conducted as the club visited the Adelaide Milk Board.  Here Mr Chappel and Mr Thomas 
showed the group of twelve over the offices and through the laboratories.  Tests on milk 
safety were demonstrated to the group. 

The Rural Youth Club built a ‘dunking machine’ as a sideshow fund-raising tool.  This 
machine was very successful and entertained crowds for many years.  Its reputation 
spread far and wide with other organisations seeking to use the machine.  Around this 
time Oakbank Area School Old Scholars, Summertown EFS and Onkaparinga Swimming 
Club hired the unit for a fee of £2. 

On 15-17 April the Central and Southern Zone rally was held at Paracombe.  There were 
120 keen competitors, all fighting for the glory of their clubs.  John Smee won the apple 
judging and Graham Camac won the sheep judging competitions.  Lenswood won the 
tug-o-war while Merilyn Probert was second in the casual wear section of dress making 
before Lenswood won first and second in the slide competition.  The debate topic was 
“that young people are better equipped for life than their parents” and the team, Merilyn 
Probert, Graham Camac and John Rowley took the points.    

This was followed on 28 April with prepared papers.  Michael Schultz presented 
“ensuring the supply of clean milk for human consumption; Adrian Probert presented 
“breeds of dairy cattle”; and Peter Smee presented “correct feeding of dairy cattle”.  
Much of this information was gained from the recent dairy-based meetings.  12 May saw 
a change from dairying when Mr O’Neil, Weeds Officer with the Department of 
Agriculture talked about the economic losses causes by weeds.  He identified weeds that 
members had bought to the meeting.  The theme for the 1966 show had been decided 
and on 26 May the group met to plan their display.  The theme was “bees for pollination”.   
A beehive, minus the bees, was loaned by Cam Stafford.   On 6 June the members again 
visited Adelaide Fire Station before coffee at the Las Vegas Coffee Lounge.  Some 
members travelled to Kadina for an exchange weekend at this time.  The final meeting 
for that committee was held on 23 June where guest speakers Mr West and Mr Giles, 
from Fertiliser Sales, gave a talk on the harvesting of phosphate from Nauru. 

Membership over this year failed to improve, despite numerous attempts and the 
average meeting attendance was 11.5. 

John Rowley received a leadership award this year and John Caldicott retired, the last of 
the inaugural members. 
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Year 11 – 1966-1967 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on at the clubrooms at Lenswood Memorial Park 
on 7 July 1966.  Those elected were: 

President: Ivan Probert 
V President: Colin Fry 
Secretary: Lesley Trenorden 
Asst Secretary: Gordon Schultz 
Treasurer: Michael Schultz 
News Reporter:   Peter Fry 
Hostess: Anne Schultz 
Host: Peter Joyce 
Advisors: Mr J Stafford, Cam Stafford, Barry Schultz, Mrs LJ 

Stafford, Mrs A Fry, Mrs Camac, Mr N Forde, Mr C 
Joyce  

 

The first meeting of the committee of 1966-67 was on 21 July, an evening of “take it from 
here” fun.  Anne Schultz represented the club at the Zone Ball at Echunga on 4 August. 

 
Anne Schultz, far right, represented the club at the Miss Rural Youth Ball – from The Chronicle, 17 August 1967 

 

This was followed on 11 August by a visit to the Alberton Squash Centre and on 28 
August another Welsh exchange, Richard Morgan, shared stories of his home country in 
Wales.  A few days later the group erected their show stand for the 1966 Royal Show. 

8 September was the state final of the debating teams.  Held at the Union Hall at 
Adelaide University the final was between Cummins and Bordertown.  Cummins won for 
the second year in a row.  Our club held an internal debating night on 22 September.  
Merilyn Probert, Anne Schultz and Lesley Trenorden debated Peter Joyce, Peter Fry and 
Michael Schultz on the topic “that matriarchy would be beneficial”.   The negative team 
won.  Karen Kumnick, Peter Smee and Gordon Schultz debated Adrian Probert, Peter 
Stafford and Jan Schultz.  The affirmative team won the topic, “that TV is detrimental to 
the community”.   

Lesley Trenorden represented the zone in the cooking competition at the Royal Show.  
During September Lesley Trenorden was selected for a bus tour to Eyre Peninsula.  A 



A Youth Well Spent 
 

 

© The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc.  28 September 2014   Page | 39 

planning meeting for hosting the Central & Southern Zone rally was held on 29 
September.  Events were planned that focussed on rural industry skills and sporting 
prowess.  A visit to Oakbank Area School followed on 6 October.  The visit was hosted 
by Mr Neville Forde, headmaster, and a student, Lyn Graeber and was to the Art Centre 
at the school.  The group saw examples of pottery, welding jewellery and screen-printing.  
Progressive teas were always popular and another progressive tea was conducted on 20 
October.  Fry’s hosted the first course, tomato soup.  The group then travelled to Joyce’s 
for the main course of mornays, followed by fruit salad and icecream at Stafford’s.  The 
evening finished at Camac’s with a meeting and supper. 

On 10 November Peter Joyce gave a report on his British Breed’s Tour, Lesley 
Trenorden shared stories of her Eyre Peninsula bus tour and Graham Camac recounted 
his Beef Stud tour.  A progressive games evening was held on 24 November.  Winners of 
the evening were Cam Stafford and John Smee.  This was followed on 8 December by a 
club debate.  The topic was “that women drivers should be banned from motor vehicles”.  
The affirmative team, Kerry Schultz, Lesley Trenorden and Brian Trenorden, defeated 
the negative team, Karen Kumnick, Anne Schultz and Janice Schultz.  1966 finished with 
carol singing on the back of John Rowley’s truck.  Funds were raised for the EFS. 

A softball match on the Memorial Park oval was the opening event for 1967.  Although 
the teams are not recorded it is detailed that the team captained by Bill Joyce won by a 
large margin.  Much time over the next few months was spent preparing for the rally, 
which our club was hosted on 3, 4 and 5 March.  Entrance to the Ball was $1 and drinks 
at the Rally were sold at .05 c each.  The oval was decorated on the Thursday and 
Friday before the event commenced on the Friday evening.  The Rally was very 
successful, however our team was not victorious overall, despite winning the debating, 
tugo‘war, 100 yards boys sprint and the apple judging. 
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A mock court was conducted on 6 April.  Peter Smee was charged with “trying to defraud 
Rural Youth Club funds”.  The judge was the ‘dishonourable’ Ivan Probert and Merilyn 
Probert prosecuted the case for the state.   Gordon Schultz represented the defence, 
presenting such a good argument that Smee was acquitted and a witness, Michael 
Schultz, was charged and found guilty.  The meeting of 20 April saw members present 
prepared papers.  Colleen Edwards presented on guides and brownies; Kerry Schultz 
presented on cold storage systems; Anne Schultz presented on dressmaking and 
Gordon Schultz presented on ‘my’ job. 

3 May saw a guest speaker at the meeting.  Mr Harris from Echunga gave a presentation 
on poultry management.  The following week, on 11 May, Mr Max Glenn spoke on 
meeting procedure.  The next meeting, on 25 May, was a topsy turvey meeting with 
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Peter Fry giving a talk on ‘work’ at the start of the meeting and Anne Schultz reciting the 
promise backwards.  The general meeting followed.  Planning for “Review 67”, named 
“Old time music hall” commenced on with auditions for acts held on 22 June.  Reviews 
were very popular with the actors and audience alike and held at the Mission Hall to take 
advantage of the stage. 

Graham Camac was elected chairman of the State Committee this year.  He also 
received a leadership award and John Rowley received a service award. 
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Year 12 – 1967-1968 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held at the clubrooms at Lenswood Memorial Park on 
6 July 1967.  Those elected were: 

President: Peter Stafford 
V President: Gordon Schultz 
Secretary: Adrian Probert 
Asst Secretary: Jan Schultz 
Treasurer: Kerry Schultz 
News Reporter:   Merilyn Probert 
Hostess: Colleen Edwards 
Host: Michael Stafford 
Advisors: Mrs LJ Stafford, Mr J Stafford, Mr CW Joyce, Mr W 

Joyce, RJ Camac, Barry Schultz, Mrs A Fry, Cam 
Stafford, Mr R Brockhoff, Mr OW Trendorden, Mr W 
Probert, Mr K Schultz  

 

Mr David Driver was the first guest speaker for this committee.  One 20 July he gave a 
talk on economics and mechanization of market gardening.  This was followed on 3 
August by a fun evening watching a movie on television at Mr & Mrs Bill Probert’s home.  
At this time a revue (concert) was held annually and Revue 67 was fast approaching.  
Rehearsals were held on 17 August. 

Former member Dene Rowley was an excellent public speaker and on 31 August he 
joined the group to speak on public speaking.  Dene told the group “an ability to 
communicate in a clear and concise manner is a most desirable asset for any person”.  
(The Courier, 6 October 1967)  He later recorded members who gave impromptu 
speeches.  Peter Stafford recalls, “I chose to speak on the “advantages of growing 
vegetable crops in Antarctica.  I launched into the topic with some enthusiasm but quickly 
ran out of clever ideas and froze, pun intended!  It was embarrassing to listen to the tape 
recording.  Not so much to hear my voice but the long, awkward period of silence before 
thankfully, regaining composure and inspiration and going on to speak about the cost 
savings in snap freezing and refrigerating the vegetables.” 

It was noted that Graeme Fry attended this meeting while on leave from the Navy.  He 
shared some of his Naval stories, including those of a recent voyage to Japan.  On 14 
September the club travelled to the Sturt Cinema to view “A man for all seasons”, a 
drama about Sir Thomas More.   

Show week was always busy.  This year Lesley Trenorden represented the zone in the 
Sagasco bakeoff and Ivan Probert took part in the public speaking competition.  Lesley 
can’t remember what she cooked but thought it was something like a roast with a citrus 
dessert.  She said “I remember Mum running around before the event, making sure all 
the crockery and cutlery matched perfectly.”  Lesley had never used a gas stove (only 
slow combustion) so the meat was a bit overdone.  The dessert, she remembers, had 
orange in it because she lost points as the judges decided someone may be allergic to 
oranges.  This was in the days of flowers in the centre of the table.  She had used wattle 
(but points were lost as people may get hay fever).  The judges were very fussy.  She 
lost points for having the blade of the knife facing the wrong direction and not having the 
teaspoon in the correct place with the cup and saucer.     
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At this time the club was also 
hosting Don Cameron from Wyong 
in New South Wales.  Don stayed 
with members for two weeks and 
during that time he shared slides of 
his region while learning much about 
Rural Youth in SA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 September saw the dress rehearsal for the 
“Olde Time Music Hall” which was presented 
the following night at the Lenswood Mission 
Hall.  Profits went to Lobethal Restvale Aged 
Home.  The cast and segments were varied, 
ranging from Barbershop quartet to a 
melodrama featuring Miss Pansy Pureheart 
and Murgatroid Murdoch.  Guest artists were 
Margaret Conlon on accordion and Dene 
Rowley, who sang.  Cam Stafford was 
compere for the evening and £20 was raised 
for Restvale Home. 

 

Peter Stafford recalls “We sold Halls Ginger Beer from a wooden barrel and bags of 
peanuts in the shell.  Some peanuts were consumed but most were thrown at performers 
on the stage.  Neville Masters, one of the club’s most decorated public speakers, was on 
stage delivering a deliberately boring recitation, provoking the audience to shower him 
with peanuts, which they did, with abundance!  One peanut landed in his open mouth.  
He didn’t miss a beat and continued to assault the audience, kept the words flowing while 
he retrieved the peanut, cracked it open, chewed and swallowed.  He was finally 
‘hooked” off stage amidst a further shower of peanuts!” 

 

 

Lesley Trenorden (on right) at Royal Show bakeoff.  Also 
Nola Schwartz, Robert Worley and Colleen Matheson.  No 
reference. 
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Adrian Probert, Ivan Probert, John Stafford and Peter 
Smee (seated) as the Barber Shop Quartet. 

 

 

Barber Shop Quartet.  Pie fight! 

 

 
Adrian Probert, after the event! 

 
The Bimba Four:  Colleen Edwards, Janice Schultz, Anne 
Schultz and Rhona McWilliams. 

 
Anne and Jan Schultz presented ‘Me and my shadow’. 

 

 
Me and my shadow. 
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Peter Smee and Peter Stafford show their true talents. 

 

 
Janice Schultz introduced strong man Hurcules (Peter 
Fry). 

 

 
The Mill Girl – a melodrama with Peter Smee and Adrian 
Probert. 

 

 
Merilyn Schild and Adrian Probert in The Mill Girl. 

 

12 October saw the club travel to North Adelaide to play golf on the Par 3 course.  Each 
year Central Zone played a football match against Southern Zone.  This year the match 
was on Lenswood Oval.  The Southern Zone girls won in the girl’s game (although it was 
claimed that there was significant assistance from umpires and scorers).  In the boys 
game Central Zone took the honours, leaving the day as one of balanced victory for both 
sides. 

On 26 October, after a brief meeting, Jan Schultz and Ivan Probert debated Neville 
Masters and Ronda McWilliams on the topic “that examinations are not a true test of 
knowledge”.  The group then viewed slides of their recent revue.  Visits to the Police 
Barracks were always interesting and, on 9 November, seventeen members visited 
Thebarton Police Barracks.  They were shown around the stables, cars and cycles.  The 
evening finished with a rather gruesome film.  The group shared supper at a nearby café 
before driving home, carefully!  On 25 November Dr Van Velsen gave an illustrated talk 
on New Guinea.  Dr Van Velson was a senior advisor with the Department of Agriculture.  
He had spent several years working in New Guinea.  A large crowd of interested locals 
and members of other clubs attended his talk.   
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The club formed a sub-committee to develop a history of the district.  This resulted in 
some valuable recordings, which are now in the hands of the Forest Range and 
Lenswood History Group.  

Mr Moyle was again guest speaker on 6 December when he showed films and talked 
about rural safety.  The annual carol singing took place on 22 December.  Seventeen 
members serenaded the district and £13/62 was raised for the Christmas Bowl Appeal.  
A month later, on 21 January 1968, the club travelled to Maslin’s Beach for a day of 
beachside fun.  However, on arrival, the club decided to move to Aldinga Beach.  They 
left a note on a gate for members from other clubs, who fortunately located the note, and 
found the club at Aldinga.  The minutes record that a ‘good time was had by all’.  

On 3 February six members and one advisor visited David Driver’s property at 
Summertown.  Planning for the annual Royal Show courts competition commenced on 
15 February and a theme of “Apples for health” was decided.  The Mini Minor was a 
popular car with club members.  On 29 February the club held a debate on the topic “that 
Mini motor cards are a danger on the roads”.  The teams were Adrian Probert, Peter 
Smee and Ivan Probert for the affirmative and Anne Schultz, Peter Fry and Neville 
Masters for the negative.  The affirmative team won by three points.  At this time 
members were again preparing for the Apple Harvest Ball, to be held 9 March, and 
supper and decorating were planned.  

The Central Zone final of the ABC Rural Youth Competition was held at Lenswood.  Girls 
were asked questions about current affairs, general agriculture and home craft while the 
boys were asked about current affairs and agriculture (general and specific).  
Competitors also won points for personality, expression and voice.  Allan Manning from 
Torrens Valley and Marilyn Nankivell from Adelaide were selected to travel to Canberra 
to represent the state. 

Preparation for the annual rally started on 28 March when the club practiced identification 
of seeds, timber and carcasses.  On 9 April Miss Sheila Fraser was guest speaker.  She 
instructed the group on the topic of ‘dining out in town’ giving instruction on correct 
etiquette.  Two weeks later, on 23 May, Mr Frank Hill gave a talk on his trip to Japan.  Mr 
Hill was, at the time, the editor of the Stock Journal.  At this time the club was collecting 
windfall apples and selling them for juice as a fund-raising activity.  Stories of other 
countries were again the topic on 6 June when Mr Michael Coad, a representative of 
Australian Volunteers Abroad, gave a illustrated talk on his work in New Guinea. 

For was the final meeting of this committee the club held a debating evening on 20 June.  
Bernice Baker, Adrian Probert and Peter Stafford debated Anne Schultz, Peter Smee 
and Peter Fry on the topic “that censoring does not benefit the community”.  The second 
debate, on the topic “that adults do not understand today’s youth” was between the 
teams Marilyn Neale, Brian Trenorden and Neville Masters and Ivan Probert, Les 
Schocroft and Gordon Schultz.  John Stafford adjudicated. 

A ball was held at Cudlee Creek hall on 29 June and Bernice Baker represented 
Lenswood in the Miss Rural Youth competition.  In preparation for show competitions 
Adrian Probert competed in the Central Zone welding. 
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Year 13 – 1968-1969 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on at the clubrooms at Lenswood Memorial Park 
on 4 July 1968.  Those elected were: 

President: Peter Smee 
V President: Peter Fry 
Secretary: Peter Stafford 
Asst Secretary: Anne Schultz 
Treasurer & PR: Neville Masters 
Hostess: Bernice Baker 
Host: Adrian Probert 
Sergeant at Arms: Gordon Schultz 
Advisors: Mr J Stafford, Mrs A Fry, Mr W Joyce, 

Mrs OW Trendorden, Barry Schultz, 
Mrs K Schultz, Cam Stafford, Mrs D Neale,  
R Brockhoff, Mrs CW Joyce, Mr Mr W Probert,  

 

At this meeting the new position of Sergeant at Arms was introduced, with the power to 
fine members to a maximum of .10 cents.  A Dorothy Dix evening started the year on 18 
July.  Members raised a number of topics from long-legged people, people with cold 
noses, pickles, banana, twitches and leg grabbing. With the Royal Show fast 
approaching time was spent on 29 August building the Royal Show exhibit at Stafford’s 
shed.  This year the club won third prize in the Show Courts competition with their entry 
“Nature’s gold : mine of health”.   

 
Royal Show Courts 1968 : Nature’s gold : mine of health.  Photo courtesy Peter Fry. 
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Peter Stafford commented, “the old Stafford Farm shed still bears the multi coloured 
scars on its rustic timbers from over spray from painting the large papier-mâché apple, 
built in the shed for the Royal Show exhibit.  Many hours on cold winters nights were 
spent mixing flour paste and applying strips of newspaper onto a frame of steel rod 
covered with chicken wire mesh.  Expertise was gained from a previous cold winter spent 
in Camac’s farm shed at Balhannah.  Graham Camac had welded together a frame for 
an impressive, large honeybee!  After the show the large apple was brought back to the 
Stafford’s and members took great delight in setting it on fire!” 

 
Club members at the 1968 Royal Show.  Back - Kerry Schultz, Front – Jan Schultz, Anne Schultz, Bernice Baker and 
Adrian Probert.  Photo courtesy Peter Fry. 
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The first visit away for this committee was on 12 September when the club travelled to 
the North Adelaide studios of 5DN.  Mr Peter Edwards, a popular 5DN compere, showed 
the group through the offices, record library, broadcasting and recording studios, hosted 
the club.  Members were given the opportunity to hear their own voices in the recording 
studio.  On 26 September Mr Dennis Bowden, Veterinary Surgeon, spoke on diseases of 
animals and how the affect humans.  Diseases discussed were tuberculosis, brucellosis, 
leptospirosis, anthrax and salmonella.  This was an interesting, but somewhat 
frightening, evening. 

The club members met on the following Saturday morning to clean up the traffic island 
opposite the Coldstores.  This was filmed and the film shows a small but eager group 
mowing, ploughing and reshaping the island.  Adrian Probert was soon to leave the 
district to undertake national service, but he was very enthusiastic in his earth-moving 
prowess. 

16 October saw the club travel to Scott Theatre for a production of ‘Trial by jury’ and 
‘HMS Pinafore’, two comic operas by Gilbert and Sullivan.  It was reported in In Touch 
“we all enjoyed these excellent productions in the very comfortable theatre”.  On 21 
October an evening of debating between Central Zone Clubs was held at the Forest 
Range Hall.  This was a great night’s entertainment, but was also valuable experience for 
new debaters.  It also provided some of the older members with adjudicating practice.  
Lenswood & Forest Range Club didn’t quite convince the audience and Paracombe Club 
“that ghosts really exist”.  Other topics were “that ancestors are assets” and a team of 
Adelaide Club girls proved that “the fair sex is unfair”.  Adjudicators were Helen 
Alexander, Max Green and Ivan Probert.   

24 October saw the club engage in it’s own debates, with three Oxford-style debates.   
This debate method allows that, where a member disagreed with the argument of their 
colleagues they were allowed to cross the floor and join the opposition.  This was often 
the case this evening, although some members couldn’t make up their minds and flowed 
back and forth.  Topics were “that 18 year olds should have full adult rights”, “that comic 
strips degrade the youth of today” and “that the F111 is a disaster for the Australian 
Government”.  The debating teams for the coming Central Zone Rally were selected.  A 
grade team comprised P Smee, N Masters and P Stafford, while the B grade team 
comprised A Schultz, J Schultz and M Neale. 

The club visited the Bureau of Meteorology on West Terrace on 7 November.  Mr 
Robertson hosted a guided tour.  He explained the aims and functions of the bureau 
before showing members some of the equipment used to measure and record the 
weather activity.  Rosalyn Trenorden from Paracombe Club was the guest speaker on 21 
November when she talked on her recent trip to Western Australia.  Rosalyn was the 
South Australian winner of this trip and, after spending six weeks in Perth and the nearby 
regions she had a lot of stories and slides to share. 

This was followed on 5 December when a 
meeting was held to promote Rural Youth 
to non-members.  Invitations were send 
out to young people around the district 
inviting them and their parents to the 
meeting.  John Rowley spoke on the aims 
and objectives of Rural Youth and Mr Max 
Glenn explained how the aims were 
achieved.  And, of course, a lovely supper 
was shared.  A number of new members 
joined.   
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The Christmas period is always a busy time.  In this year Paracombe Club held a dance 
at Cudlee Creek with music by The Sounds Around and an appearance by Father 
Christmas.  1968 club meetings finished with the annual carol singing around the district 
with the group once again travelling on the back of John Rowley’s truck.  It is noted, in 
the In touch newsletter, that “we did not receive too many complimentary remarks 
regarding our singing”.  Peter Stafford says “It was not necessarily the singing that was a 
problem with the carol singing, it was the musical accompaniment!  I was trying to 
provide the tunes with a recently bought, second hand saxophone from Trims!  John 
Stafford with his piano accordion and Ivan Probert with his button accordion and 
harmonica had added a note of joy and good will to carol singing in previous years, but 
my efforts created a mournful tone along with strange squeaks and the odd, wrong 
choice of button!” 

Finally, on Christmas Eve the Mt Barker Club held a “Wooden Spoon” dance with the 
band Nozmo King.  Nozmo King sang popular songs from the Beatles, The Hollies and 
other popular bands of the time. 

1969 started with the annual beach picnic on 12 January at Aldinga Beach.   

 
Gordon Schultz, Adrian Probert and Merilyn Schild at Aldinga.  1969. Aldinga beach picnic.  Photo courtesy Peter Fry 
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Adrian Probert springs into action at Aldinga Beach.  1969. Aldinga beach picnic.  Photo courtesy Peter Fry 

On 21 January the B grade debate team debated Adelaide Club in the zone semi final.  
Our team was the affirmative side and the topic was “that too much is done for modern 
youth”.  Unfortunately the Adelaide team won. Held at Lenswood, the Mt Barker A grade 
team debated the affirmative against Adelaide on the topic “that women are responsible 
for the decline of chivalry”.   

23 January was a programming meeting, planning the meetings for the first six months of 
the year.  A week later the club held their annual dinner at the Enfield Hotel.  A large 
group attended, and sat near the stage to enjoy the floorshow.  The evening had a 
country and western theme, which featured the Wills Sisters and Gerry Gibson.  The 
Wills Sisters were Susan and Anne Wills.  This was the same Anne Wills who later 
became such a popular South Australian television personality.  Gerry Gibson was host 
of Adelaide Tonight in 1967 and is famous for an onscreen incident when Kevin Crease 
pushed a cream pie into his face – ending up with Gibson in hospital with nine stitches.  

The Adelaide Club held its annual summer camp on the January long weekend at the 
Toc H camping ground at Victor Harbor.  Some of our members joined in the fun with 
over ninety attendees.  There was little sleep but lots of noise, swimming, flour bombs, 
pink smoke, sunburn, films, dancing and sinking boats. 
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Adelaide Rural Youth Club and friends sunbake at Victor Harbor.  Photo courtesy Peter Stafford. 

Peter Stafford reported “on the last afternoon of the Summer Camp, we were all 
gathering together for some farewell speeches and a group photo.  This was the time of 
conscription for the Vietnam War and someone on leave from the army, had brought in 
some army-training ordinance that he deployed!  There was a loud whistle an explosion 
and a cloud of pink smoke which enveloped the panicked crowd!!”    

 
Final photo ‘bombed’.  Photo courtesy Peter Stafford 
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A barn dance was held on 14 February with members dressing in “hilly billy” style to join 
an evening of dancing and contests.  The Lenswood Memorial Park hall was transformed 
to the cosy barn for the evening.  Contests included watermelon seed spitting and 
horseshoe throwing.  Of course there was some “moon shine” imbibed during the 
evening.  Guests were asked to dress appropriately and the band for the evening was 
the Norm Koch Band.  The “Hound dog fleas” presented a floorshow.  This group 
comprised Peter Smee on washboard percussion, Trevor Norton on guitar, Peter Stafford 
on ukulele, vocals by David Amber, (he also played the duck decoy).   
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The annual softball grudge match 
between advisors and members was 
held on 27 February, while on 5 
March the club hosted the Central 
and Southern Zone conference at 
the Mission Hall.  This was followed 
on 13 March by the club preparing 
for the Zone Rally, which was to be 
hosted by the Mount Barker Club.   

The club hosted the 1969 Apple 
Harvest Ball at Payneham Civic 
Centre.  The hall was decorated with 
apple bins, packing equipment and 
apples.  The ball was organised by 
the Central Zone Committee to 
celebrate Apple and Pear week.  
The committee included members 
from our club, Peter Stafford and 
Peter Fry.  John Rowley was the 
Central Zone representative to the 
state committee at the time.  Miss 
Apple Harvest was chosen and 
crowned by guest of honour, 
Senator Nancy Butterfield and music 
was by Rod Miller’s band.  The entry 
charge was $1.00 per person.   

After a visit to the McGregor and Clements Squash Club at Port Adelaide on 27 March 
the group spent more time, on 10 April with final preparations for the rally.  This was held 
at Mt Barker on 11-13 April starting on the Friday night with debates, public speaking and 
leader awards.  Saturday was given over to competitive events and the Rally Ball in the 
evening.  The rally closed on Sunday with farm visits and the presentation of the rally 
shield. 

A moonlight bush walk was held on 24 April.  The route was through the hills to the west 
of Swamp Road although the exact route was not recorded the night was apparently cool 
and clear.  The group shared a barbeque supper after the walk.  On 8 September Mr Len 
A. from Alcoholics Anonymous visited the club.  He gave a frank and interesting talk to 
the club about addiction to alcohol.   

22 May saw a panel of experts address the questions “how big a part is mechanism 
playing in agriculture today” and “how mechanised will agriculture be in the future”.  Mr 
Teakle, the secretary of the Agricultural Engineering Society of SA was one of the 
speakers, along with two lecturers from Roseworthy Agricultural College.  They 
discussed how machinery was getting larger and more sophisticated.  Paracombe Club 
held a concert on 31 May and some of our members attended.  Guest artists were the 
local stars “The Hound Dog Fleas”. 

The evening of 5 June saw more sporting activity with the club travelling once again to 
the St Moritz Ice Skating Rink.  After spending half of the evening selecting and lacing up 
our skates the members ventured onto the slippery white stuff.  In time with the 
background music the famous “Lenswood Ice Ballet” tripped into its graceful movement 
of precision steps with delicate hand-over-hand movements on the side rail.  Tiptoe 
steps, with bent knees, members moved with whirlwind speed accompanied by 

Julie Gunn and John Rowley at the Apple Harvest Ball 
1969 from The Advertiser, 22 March 1969 
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sensational leg splits and dramatic leaps into the air – all finishing in a ‘graceful’ sitting 
pose on the ice.  The members later watched two games of ice hockey. 

The final meeting of this committee saw John Rowley talk to the group about public 
speaking.  At this meeting members were recorded, which was a painful exercise for 
some but a good learning exercise to hear yourself as others hear you.  The Central 
Zone cooking competition was held at the Oakbank Area School on 28 June.  Peter Fry 
and Graham Coventry represented the club in the welding competition, which was won 
by Allan Manning of Torrens Valley Rural Youth Club.  However Mark Needham of 
Adelaide represented the zone in the state final and Leslie Wiseman, again from 
Adelaide, was the zone representative in the cooking contest.  The zone public speaking 
contest was held on 2 July at Paracombe.  Leslie Schocroft represented the club.  On the 
same night Bill Joyce, Neville Masters, Brian Trenorden, Peter Fry and Peter Stafford 
represented the club at the Central and Southern Zone conference at Mt Compass. 

 

 
 
 

Year 14 – 1969-1970 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on at the club rooms at Lenswood Memorial Park 
on 3 July 1969.  Eleven members attended the meeting.  Those elected were: 

President: Peter Fry 
V President: Les Schocroft 
Secretary: Marilyn Neale 
Asst Secretary: Colleen Edwards 
Treasurer: Jenny Fry 
Public Relations: Peter Stafford 
Hostess: Anne Schultz 
Host: Neville Masters 
Sergeant at Arms: Peter Smee 
Advisors: Mr J Stafford, Mrs A Fry, Mr W Joyce, Mrs OW 

Trenorden, Barry Schultz, Mrs K Schultz, Cam Stafford, 
Mrs D Neale, R Brockhoff, 
Mrs M Hewlett, Mr Mr W Probert,  

 

The first meeting for this committee was a Mock Wedding held on 17 July.  These events 
were very popular events around this time.  The men would take the part of women and 
vice versa, providing an evening of cross-dressing fun.  Petunia (Peter Smee) married 
Aloysius (Marilyn Neale).  The club president was at home in his bridal gown and was 
preparing his makeup when an insurance agent came to the door for a previously 
arranged meeting.  The blushing bride, who had forgotten the meeting, invited the agent 
inside.  For the next 30 minutes the agent conducted his business without comment, or 
even seeming to notice his client’s unusual appearance.  The bride was traditionally late 
for the wedding ceremony, but came in the company of the intrigued insurance 
salesman. 

The wedding was reported in the In Touch newsletter of 12 August 1969.  As the bride 
was running late the groom anxiously bit his (her) nails while the congregation sat waiting 
expectantly for the bride.  Eventually the wedding march sounded and the congregation 
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rose to greet the radiant bride (Peter Smee) looking beautiful in a white lace gown with a 
long train.  Her brunette hair surrounded twinkling eyes and moist red lips.   The 
bridesmaid was an equal beauty.  Her slim six foot figure was draped in bright blue statin 
which set off her long blonde hair.  In her delicate hands she carried a posy of red 
carrots.  The bridal party were: 

• Minister Peter Fry 
• Bride  Peter Smee 
• Groom  Marilyn Neale 
• Bridesmaids Neville Masters and Graham Coventry 
• Best Man Colleen Edwards 
• Groomsman Jenny Fry 

On the weekend 25-27 July seven members from Snowtown Rural Youth Club spent an 
enjoyable weekend in the district.  Exchanges were always great fun with special events 
and entertainment planned.  On that weekend, on 25 July, the club hosted the Central 
Zone Miss Rural Youth Ball at the Lobethal Centenary Hall.  Music was by “The Harts” 
and guests of honour were Bryant Giles and Miss South Australia, Miss Judith Templer.   
Elaine Amber was crowned Miss Central Zone. 

On 6 August Peter Stafford was elected president of the Central Zone Committee for the 
next twelve months.  1969 saw yet more ‘talent’ when a Talent Quest was held on 14 
August.  Peter Stafford won the talent quest.  His performance as Professor Von Stafford 
conducting a symphony orchestra beat a number of wonderful performances including a 
tin whistle recital. Neville Masters won an encouragement award for his recital of The 
Daffodils.  Following the fun UK exchange, Susan Crowley, talked about her homeland.  
On 25 August Mrs Bev Norton and Miss Jacky Kramer from Lawton’s Pharmacy in 
Lobethal spoke and demonstrated the use of cosmetics.  Anne Schultz was volunteered 
to be the model for the evening.  Perhaps the skills learned would prove useful for the 
next Mock Wedding. 

The stand at the Royal Show this year told the story of the apples, from the orchard to 
the export pack.  Unfortunately the stand did not win a prize this year.   

A “take it from here” style of public speaking was held on 11 September with topics 
including hair, cars, targets and beautiful things.  At this time, from 12 to 19 September, 
the club hosted Geoffrey Zoch from Heathcote in Victoria.  Geoff was a cattle and sheep 
farmer so learning about the apple industry during his stay was very different for him. 
During his stay members took him to various properties and industries and, in the 
evenings, he shared stories and showed slides of his region. 

Mr Denbow, from the Murray River Commission, talked to the group about the 
development of the River Murray on 25 September.  The meeting was open to non-
members.  At the end of the eveing he showed a short tourism film of Albury and 
districts.  Water was again the topic of the guest on 9 October.  The guest speaker was 
Mr Doug Seton from the Underwater Explorers Club who spoke about his diving 
experiences around old shipwrecks.  He displayed some treasurers that he had collected 
during his dives including old bottles and dishes. 

The Central Zone played the Southern Zone in a couple of football matches at Dunn Park 
Oval at Mt Barker.  A girl’s football match preceded the boy’s game.  These football 
matches were an annual event and were greatly enjoyed by players and spectators alike. 
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Central versus Southern Zone girls’ football match.  Umpire (in white dress) Alan Manning.  Photo courtesy Mary 
Spackman. 

Rod Miller’s orchestra provided the music for a Spring Time Ball held by the Torrens 
Valley Club on 4 October at the Birdwood Institute.  On 23 October the club challenged 
other Central Zone members to an evening of ten pin bowling at Woodville Bowl.  
Members attended from Mt Barker, Torrens Valley and Paracombe clubs. 

6 November saw the male members of the club take part in a play reading.  The play was 
“Technique in love”, a one act play with a suggestive title.  On 17 November the group 
travelled to Paracombe for zone debating contest.  The A grade team was Neville 
Masters, Peter Smee and Peter Stafford and their topic was “that youth under 20 years of 
age should be barred from functions where alcohol is served”.  The B grade team was 
Les Schocroft, Neville Masters and Jenny Fry who debated “that television is harmful”.  
Our club argued the negative against Adelaide Club for both debates, however the 
winner is not recorded.  

A progressive dinner was held on 20 November.  Soup was at Fry’s after which the club 
travelled to Trenorden’s for mornay and then on to Neale’s for fruit salad and ice cream.  
The evening finished at Stafford’s with coffee and biscuits.  Men’s basketball was the 
entertainment for the meeting on 4 December.  The group travelled to Mount Barker.  
Carol singing again featured on 18 December.  This time the ten members sang from the 
back of Norton’s truck and raised $15.59.  

The first meeting of 1970 was held at the oval on 22 January.  A softball match was 
again held.  This was followed on 5 February by the annual dinner, again held at the 
Enfield Hotel.  25 members, advisors and friends enjoyed the meal and the country and 
western themed floorshow.   

On 19 February Roger Brockhoff addressed the meeting on noxious weeds.  He shared 
slides and discussed control options.  The annual Apple Harvest Ball was planned 
celebrate the end of harvest and on 19 March the club decorated the Ashton Hall for this 
event.  2 April saw just seven members gliding around on the ice at St Moritz Ice Skating 
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Rink.  Mr Leicester from the Dairy Foods Board was the guest speaker on 30 April.  He 
gave a very interesting talk on cheese after which the group participated in a cheese 
tasting session.  At this meeting the club voted to accept the Rural Youth aim in place of 
the old pledge, which until this time had been said before each meeting. 

Peter Stafford remembers attending a rally held in the Southern Zone.  He was billeted 
with a conservative family on Hindmarsh Island – well before the bridge was built.  He 
recalls getting to the ferry crossing around 1 am and, as was custom, phoning for the 
ferryman.  The gentleman rose from his slumber, dressed and took Peter across the 
water in the ferry.  Peter crept into the host’s home, hoping not to raise the family and 
climbed into bed.  An hour later, around 2.30 am, Neville Masters, who was billeted with 
the same family, arrived at the ferry site.  He rang the ferryman, who again got out of 
bed, dressed and too Neville across the water. Neville was somewhat noisier entering 
the home as he stumbled around in the dark before climbing into his allocated bed (the 
double-bed already populated by Peter).  At about 3.30 am the final guest of this 
household arrived at the ferry crossing.  He roused the by-now irate ferryman, who took 
Alwyn Parker across the water.  Alwyn arrived at the house, crept in, undressed and 
shook his pants to hang them.  Whereupon a huge volume of coins dropped noisily to the 
wooden floor!  Next morning when the boys finally arose for breakfast the farmer, who by 
now had completed the milking, was a little terse with the group.  He recounted how the 
ferryman had contacted him in the morning, sharing his tale of disturbed sleep. 

On 14 May the group travelled to North Adelaide to play Par 3 golf.  As an indication of 
the potential social life of Rural Youth members the following is a list of correspondence 
at the meeting of 28 May: 

• Invitation to attend Rural Youth Cabaret Ball at Norwood Clubrooms 
• Programme for the 1970 RY Convention to be held in Adelaide 
• Invitation for a member to attend Queensland Show Camp 
• Circular informing the date for the State finals of demonstration and dressmaking 

competitions 
• Invitation for a member to go to the United Kingdom on exchange 
• Invitation for a member to go to New Zealand on exchange 
• Invitation to attend Adelaide Club car rally 
• Invitation to attend the Southern Zone Ball 

Members would often be invited to other clubs for social activities.  Peter Stafford, who 
wishes to remain anonymous, remembers being in a car trial on the quiet back roads of 
Paracombe.  The aim was to follow chalk marked arrows on the road.  At intersections 
there would be choice of arrows to follow.  If the wrong arrow was chosen, down the road 
would be a cross on the road and another choice would have to be made back at the 
intersection.  The vehicle with the lowest recorded mileage at the finish was the winner. 

Peter was a passenger in the winning car and was instrumental in their victory.  He had 
offered the advice that they do as much of the course as they could, in reverse!   

The meeting was handed to Graham Trengrove from the Department of Agriculture who 
presented a talk arguing that dairy farming was not economic.  The Woodside Court 
House was the setting for a mock court held on 11 June, attended by sixteen members.  
Constable Hanna hosted the evening.  Brian Trenorden was convicted of failing to give 
way to the right of Kym Hewlett.  Two passengers, Peter Stafford and John Neale gave 
supporting evidence for their respective drivers.  Barbara Squiers and Graham Coventry 
were the honourable judges.  Brian’s sentence was not recorded.   
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In the zone and state competitions this year Peter 
Stafford was beaten in the State Demonstration final by 
one point.  Peter followed his brother’s lead and ventured 
into the demonstration competition choosing a topic 
traditionally the domain of women - cooking!  He cooked 
pancakes to win the zone final and for some variety, in 
the state final, he whipped up an “egg flip.  He recalls “I 
tried to impress the judges by bouncing eggs off my 
bicep, back into my hand before cracking them with the 
one hand!  Fortunately I didn’t end up with egg on my 
face!”  

Neville Masters won the Zone public speaking and he 
went on to compete in the State Competition, which he 
won.   

Guest speaker Professor Rogers gave a passionate 
presentation on 25 June.  The topic was that man’s 
greatest problem was pollution.  On 9 July the meeting 
featured Peter Stafford, as Bob Dyer, hosting a “Pick a 
box” quiz.  Marilyn Neal was Dolly Dyer and the group 
competed for such wonderful prizes as “the Kodak prize” (a single slide entitled Midnight 
in Cairo).  This was followed by Peter showing a film of the Mt Barker Rural Youth Easter 
bus trip to Coober Pedy, which was joined by some members of our club.  The supper for 
this meeting was fresh pancakes. 

 
Coober Pedy bus trip with Mt Barker Club.  Photo courtesy Peter Fry. 

At the last meeting for this committee it was decided to erect new Rural Youth signs at 
strategic points before the townships.  It was also planned to remove the noticeboard at 
the shop. 

 

 

Neville Masters.  Photo courtesy Peter Fry. 
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Year 15 – 1970-1971 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on at the clubrooms at Lenswood Memorial Park 
on 23 July 1970.  Those elected were: 

President: Neville Masters 
V President: Peter Smee 
Secretary: Peter Stafford 
Asst Secretary: Kym Hewlett 
Treasurer: Brian Trenorden 
Public Relations: Peter Fry 
Hostess: Barbara Squiers 
Host: Bruce Gadkear 
Sergeant at Arms: Bruce Camens 
Advisors: Mr R Brockhoff, Mrs OW Trendorden, Mr W Joyce, Mrs 

D Neale, Mr CR Stafford, Mr Noel Green, Mrs M 
Hewlett  

 

The visits for this year commenced on 20 August when ten members travelled to 
Norwood Bowl for an evening of competition and fun.  On 3 September the club planned 
for their concert “Around the bend” and were busy with script writing.  It was noted that 
Neville Masters, who had just been elected as President, was conscripted for National 
Service.  The group travelled to Paracombe to join that club on a hike on 14 September 
before a planning meeting was held on 17 September.  Topics suggested included 
ballistics, glass blowing and bush music.  The hope was that the interesting topics might 
encourage new members.  The club went on a moonlight hike on 1 October, leaving from 
the Lenswood Memorial Park.  The evening was surprisingly mild and the group walked 
up through Forest Range and back down to Lenswood in a three-mile circle.  The hungry 
members then shared a barbeque.  On 15 October debating team was elected; Peter 
Smee, Peter Stafford & Bruce Gadkear.  Graham Coventry, Barbara Squiers and Wendy 
Green read a play.  On 29 October the club travelled to Marion Shopping centre for a 
game of Putt Putt Golf. 

After many years of meeting at the Lenswood Memorial Park hall the club moved to the 
Forest Range Oval and took over the former change rooms.  Rent was set at $10 per 
year.  The members scrubbed and painted the rooms before a busy bee and the first 
meeting was held in the new “club house” on 12 November. 

On 26 November First Class Constable J Beck hosted a visit to the Police Headquarters 
in Adelaide.  Mr Beck was a member of the ballistics section and proceeded to explain 
the function and purpose of his department.  He showed the sixteen members present 
the equipment in the laboratory and the large collection of weapons housed in the 
department.   At the conclusion of the evening Mr Beck shared some slides, which 
illustrate how the Forensic Science Department used scientific methods to convict 
murderers in situations where firearms had been used.  This was followed two weeks 
later, on 11 December, when twenty members visited Tip Top Bakery at Maylands, which 
was hosted by Mr Rosewarne.  The club had a comprehensive tour, viewing the 
machinery used for dough mixing and for dough rolling.  They saw how dough was 
prepared for baking in the large electric ovens and viewed the slicing machines.  Finally 
they saw where the bread was loaded onto trucks for delivery.  The year ended with carol 
singing, touring the district from the back of Bill Joyce’s truck. 

The first meeting for 1971 was the annual dinner, this year held at the Reservoir Hotel on 
Gorge Road.  Twenty six members and advisors enjoyed an evening of dining and 
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dancing.  On 4 February the club visited Commonwealth Industrial Gases (CIG) and 
were hosted by Mr Chambers who showed a film on the preparation of oxygen and its 
uses.  Mr Rogers then described the process by which gasses were removed from the 
atmosphere for commercial use.  Lawn bowling was always a popular event and the club 
again played evening bowls at the Lenswood Bowling Club on 18 February.  At this 
meeting the following members were elected to submit entries to the dress making 
competition at the forthcoming rally hosted by Torrens Valley: 

• Barbara Squiers – Skirt and jacket in wool 
• Wendy Green – Window dressing gown and man’s tie 
• Peter Stafford – Man’s tie 
• Philip Green and Terry Hewlett were chosen to model the latest female fashions 

from Paris 

A group of eighteen members visited the Artificial Insemination Breeding Board at 
Northfield was held on 4 March.  Mr Rose was the host and a showed the members the 
bulls before moving to the laboratories where they view a series of slides which showed 
how semen was collected from the bulls and processed before being injected into the 
cow.  Two weeks later the club stayed in the clubrooms where they viewed and selected 
slides for the photo competition at the rally.  At the Apple Harvest Ball, hosted by the 
zone at Ashton Hall, Peter Stafford was awarded Beau of the Ball – a fact he often 
repeats to anyone who will listen!   

  
  

Peter Stafford and Betty Tarca, Beau and Belle of the ball.  The Courier, 
24 March, 1971 
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“The truth is”, he says, “I never understood ballroom dancing or got the hang of it.  I fear 
it is somehow related to mating rituals of other animals.  My mate (at least,I thought he 
was) Peter Smee, was on the stage as president of Central Zone with the Minister of 
Agriculture and his wife who were choosing the Belle & Beau of the Ball.  I accuse Mr 
Smee of influencing the judging in my favour and causing me great embarrassment in 
that I had to do a circuit of the hall to a Queens Waltz which I confuse with a Military 
Three Step.  I also had insurance salesmen contacting me after they saw my photo in the 
local paper!” 

An active evening was held on 1 April when the club met at the Lenswood Reserve.  The 
members divided into two teams and battle each other, trying to get through the defences 
of the other team.  15 April saw the group preparing for the rally and on 29 April a games 
evening was held.  The club held a busy bee at the clubrooms to further enhance the 
facilities.  Meetings were still being held at Lenswood Memorial Park while painting of the 
new clubrooms was completed.  Mr Daw, a local accountant, was guest speaker on 13 
May.  He talked to the group about taxation, particularly as it affects the man on the land.   

The club held a public speaking demonstration on 27 May.   

• John Neale gave a prepared speech on “Problems facing aborigines in the 
community” 

• Terry Hewlett gave an impromptu address on “Orchard management” 
• Barbara Squiers gave a demonstration on the use of cosmetics and skin care, 

using the President (Peter Smee) as her model 
• Bruce Camens gave an exciting display of scientific experiments, one of which 

left an indelible brown stain on the clubroom wall! 

On 10 June Mr Muller, Lenswood Primary School Headmaster showed films on sheep 
management, the Hobart bushfires of 1967 and on the Queensland drought.  At this 
meeting Barbara Squiers was elected to compete in the cooking competition to be held at 
Oakbank Area School and Robynne Green was chosen to compete in the Miss Rural 
Youth competition.  Two weeks later, on 24 June, the group travelled to St Morritz Ice 
Skating Rink for more fun on the ice before watching a game of ice hockey.   A guest 
speaker from Community Aid Abroad, Mr Pearce, joined the members on 8 July speaking 
on projects undertaken by his organisation.  Gilbert Matthews, a Western Australian 
exchangee, arrived to stay with members.  During his stay the group held a barbeque 
lunch at the Mannum waterfalls. 

Peter Stafford received a Leader Award this year. 
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A HOME ON THE RANGE … 

 
Forest Range oval clubrooms – the second home to Rural Youth.  Photo courtesy Peter Stafford. 
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Year 16 – 1971-1972 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 22 July 1971 at the clubrooms at Forest 
Range.  Those elected were: 

President: Graham Coventry 
V President: Bruce Camens 
Secretary: Robynne Green 
Asst Secretary: Peter Stafford 
Treasurer: Barbara Squiers 
Public Relations: Chris Butler 
Hostess: Sandra Green 
Host: Kym Hewlett 
Sergeant at Arms: John Neale 
Advisors: Mrs D Neale, Mrs OW Trendorden, Mrs G Squiers, Mr R 

Brockhoff, Mr N Green, Mr W Joyce, Mr C Stafford  
 

Robynne Green competed in the Miss Rural Youth competition at the Central Zone ball 
held at Hahndorf.  The winner of the competition was Leslie Wiseman from Adelaide 
Club. 

 
Guest speaker Mr Bailey gave a talk on bees and honey on 5 August.  He explained in 
detail the body parts of a bee and, after detailing how to manage bees, he suggested that 
we setup our own hive.  The club had hosted Gilbert Matthews from Western Australia 
and Barbara Squiers was nominated to apply for a return trip.  This was followed on 19 
August by a visit to the Cottage Theatre by 23 members for a production of the musical “I 

Robynne Green, second from right, pictured with Kathleen Rolland, Betty Tarca, Lesley 
Wiseman and Shirley Chamberlain.  The Courier 21 July 1971 
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do, I do”.  This was followed by a supper of hot scones and coffee.  On 2 September the 
club visited the St John’s Ambulance headquarters.  

Beef cattle breeds was the subject of a talk by Mr Norris on 30 September.    He showed 
pictures of his own stock, which were shorthorns, and gave an interesting talk on what to 
look for when purchasing cattle.  Cross Road Bowl was the venue for the next meeting, 
on 14 October when twenty-two members enjoyed an evening of ten-pin bowling.  A 
“party for five year olds” followed this on 28 October.  The club hosted 
tiny tots of all ages and sizes.  All joined in the games and antics.  
Prizes were awarded for the ‘best dressed’ before the members and 
guests shared supper.  Club debates were held on 11 November.  
Topics were “that women should be liberated” and “the wearing of 
seat belts should be compulsory”.  Mr Rowley judged both affirmative 
teams to be victorious.  

On 25 November twenty members travelled to Wests Theatre for a screening of the film 
“Le Mans”.  After the resignation of the president and treasurer Bruce Camens was 
elected President, Robin Mason as Vice President, Graham Schultz as Treasurer and 
Jo-Anne Fry as Publicity Officer.  After planning a busy bee the following weekend to 
complete the whitewashing of the clubroom walls a small talent quest was held on 9 
December.  1 cent / 1 vote was the decision making method with a total of $1.87 voted.  
Peter Stafford scored the highest number of votes.  1971 ended with carol singing.  
However, this year, there was no truck and the group sang in the clubhouse. 

The annual dinner was held on 21 January at the Modbury Hotel.  Twenty-seven 
members, friends and advisors attended this.  On 3 February the group planned for 
making a film.  The film has the working title of “Fire, a story of local CFS adventures”.  
The club again played lawn bowls on 24 February.  At this meeting members were 
allocated to various rally competitions including Dianne Townsend and Pam Redden in 
the dressmaking, Judi Mason to knit a beanie, Neville Masters to cook a light boiled fruit 
cake, Brian Trenorden and Sandra Green were nominated for the public speaking and 
John Neal and John Vickers for the welding.  Adelaide Club held the Rally. 

Peter Stafford recalls “a car load of us on the way to the public speaking competition 
were encouraging the inexperienced Sandra Green by offering her advice and giving her 
likely questions on current affairs that she might encounter in the quiz section of the 
competition.  Due to a last minute hiccup at the venue, I un-expectantly ended up having 
to compare the competition.  Sandra came onto the stage and I began asking her the 
questions I had just been presented with.  Who is the Prime Minister of Singapore? I 
asked… 

“I can’t remember what you told me!” was her reply!  

After the audience had settled, I did my best public speaking attempt to try and convince 
them that all was above board!” 

A programming meeting was held on 2 March and two weeks later, on 16 March, Mr Max 
Glenn addressed the meeting on meeting procedures and conducted activities related to 
the topic.  Live theatre was the next event.  On 30 March the group attended the Union 
Hall, Adelaide University, for a production of “Son of Humour”.   

Easter saw the club host three visitors from very different cultures.  Lim Lai Hua from 
Singapore, Kim San Li from Korea and Murray Amos from Papua-New Guinea joined the 
club for the weekend staying with Cam Stafford, Bill Joyce and Noel Beauchamp. 



A Youth Well Spent 
 

 

© The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc.  28 September 2014   Page | 66 

 
 

A progressive tea was held on 20 April.  The evening commenced with soup at Neale’s, 
followed by the main course at Mrs Green’s.  After a dessert at Mrs Joyce’s the members 
had coffee at the clubhouse and conducted a business meeting. 

Mr Peter Lewis, manager of the AGON strawberry farm at Athelstone, hosted the club for 
a visit to learn more about strawberry growing and marketing.  He explained the process 
of growing strawberries from planting to marketing.  The evening closed with a supper of 
corn on the cob supplied by Mrs Lewis.   On 11 May guest speaker Miss Berta Briggs 
spoke and led discussion on the role of the farm homemaker.  Two weeks later, on 25 
May, a small group travelled to Alberton Squash Centre for an active evening before 
adjourning to a coffee lounge in the city.  Two weeks later a pancake supper followed an 
evening playing the game Bugs on 8 June.  The minutes noted that no clear winner was 
awarded as the game became a little disorderly towards the end!   

On 22 June Mr Hugo VanDam, Manager of Lenswood Research Centre, spoke about 
when he lived on a Kibbutz in Israel for two years. Bruce Camens was nominated as 
partner for Judi Mason at the Central Zone Ball. 

 

 

 

 

  

Cam Stafford with Lim Lai Hua, Kim San Li and Murray Amos - from 
The Courier, 5 April 1972 
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Year 17 – 1972-1973 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 6 July 1972 at the club rooms at Forest Range.  
Those elected were: 

President: Neville Masters 
V President: John Vickers 
Secretary: Jo-Anne Fry 
Asst Secretary: Kym Hewlett 
Treasurer: Graeme Schultz 
Publicity: Nigel Brockhoff 
Hostess: Sandra Green 
Host: Robin Mason 
Sergeant at Arms: Brian Trenorden 
Advisors: Mrs D Neale, Mrs OW Trenorden, Mrs Trevor Schultz, 

Mr R Brockhoff, Mr C Stafford, Mr N Green, Mr W 
Joyce, Mr J Rowley  

 

This year saw the introduction of annual subs, $2, to replace the .20c per meeting fee.  
The first meeting of this committee, on 20 July, found twelve members ice skating at St 
Mortiz before watching a hockey match.  Supper at the Arcadia followed the cool 
entertainment.  The next meeting was in the clubrooms when, on 3 August, the group 
held a lucky dip impromptu speaking night.  Nigel Brockhoff detailed a planned route for 
a litter drive as a fund-raising event and 
Peter Stafford was appointed to plan 
work clearing around the two War 
Memorials.  Peter was also busy at this 
time completing the production of the 
film.  Seventeen members travelled to 
Cross Road Bowl for a fun night of ten-
pin bowling on 17 August, followed by a 
supper of pizza.  On 31 August, 
following the business meeting, a panel 
of four tried to guess secrets of other 
members in an evening of “I’ve got a 
secret” fun.   

 

Judi Mason represented the club in the 
Miss Central Zone competition at 
Cudlee Creek and won.  Bruce Camens 
partnered Judi.  She went on to 
represent the zone at the Rural Youth 
Show Ball however a girl from Wirrulla 
took the state title.  

 

 

 
 

 

Judi Mason, won Miss Central Zone partnered by Bruce 
Camens in the Courier, August 1972 
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After much time in production the opening screening of the film “Those gallant lads of the 
garden hose brigade”.  This spoof of the local EFS has undergone a number of name 
changes and is now available in ‘director’s cut’ format.  The Courier, in an article on 20 
September, commented “the evening was highlighted by a very funny film, clearly most 
affected with the wit of Peter Stafford”.  More than sixty people attended the opening, 
with visitors from other clubs in Central Zone and an exchangee from New Zealand, 
Peter Davidson.  

The film included ‘performances’ from Robin and Judi Mason, Steven Schultz, John 
Vickers, Kym Hewlett, Sandra Green, Keith Adams, Dianne Townsend, Jo-Anne Fry, Sue 
Conlon, Scott Dienelt, John Neale, Noel Green and Neville Masters.  It was written, 
directed, produced, filmed and edited by Peter Stafford.  

  

Minister of Agriculture Mr TM Casey with Judi Mason (centre left with Central Zone sash), 
Maree Roberts of Wirrulla who won Miss Rural Youth and Meredith Lee (Miss Southern 
Zone on right) in The Courier, August 1972 
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Scenes from the film.  Directed and Produced by Peter Stafford. 

 
 

The Royal Show was still a highlight of the Rural Youth year with competitions and 
entertainment, including the Show Ball.  Rural Youth had a small two-story building 
dedicated for their use by this time and members were rostered to spend time rostered 
on to promote the organisation to those who visited the building.  On 28 September the 
club travelled to Kenton Valley Cheese factory and were hosted by Mr Aubrey.  Despite 
the name the factory was at Charleston and was opened in 1939.  Supper that evening 
was at the Gem Cave at Oakbank where Hungarian food and coffee were shared as a 
celebration was held for the engagement of Brian Trenorden and Mandy. 

Planning for an exchange weekend with Tarlee Club was held on 12 October.  The 
agenda for the weekend was: 

• Friday night:  General get together in clubrooms, including showing our film. 
• Saturday morning:  Tour Lenswood Coldstore 
• Saturday afternoon:  Guests to accompany hosts to various sports 
• Saturday night:  Dance to be held at Woodside Institute featuring Speak easy 

Russell Schultz (left) John Mundy 
(State RY Executive committee), 
Peter Davidson (NZ) and Jo Shaw 
from Lenswood & Forest Range 
club at the premiere.  The Courier, 
20 September 1972.  
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• Sunday morning:  Tour of the district 
• Sunday afternoon:  Barbeque at Birdwood, other clubs invited 

On 26 October the club hired a bus and travelled to the Valley Line Drive-In at Modbury.  
Here they enjoyed double features “Hang ‘em high” and “For a few dollars more”.  The 
bus had to park sideways at the rear of the drive in.  Club members took turns to watch 
from the side of the bus facing the screen, although a few members creatively took 
viewing to new heights as they climbed on the roof of the bus for a good view.  This is 
recorded as an enjoyable, but uncomfortable evening.  The following meeting, on 9 
November, finalised planning for hosting the exchange weekend.   

On 23 November Mr T Gregg of the SA Employers Federation spoke on the 
employer/employee relationship.  He also offered some suggestions regarding the 
running of the club.  The following Sunday was planned for starting clearing the broom 
and weeds from around the two memorials.  The area was very overgrown and a 
bulldozer was used to assist in the clearing.  This clearing took a number of weekends 
involving scrub clearing, tree felling, burning off, weed spraying, discing the group and 
polishing the memorials.  At this time this land was still owned by the community, 
however it was later transferred to the Council.    

 
Peter Plummer, on tractor, Graeme Schultz, Evelyn Trenorden, Bruce Camens, Robin Mason, Chris Butler, Ron Jones, 
Dianne Townsend, Kym Hewlett (on truck),  John Vickers and Helen Cellier.  The Courier 14 February 1973. 

Tarlee Club held a Mistletoe Ball on 1 December when twenty-two members travelled to 
Tarlee for the weekend.  Twenty-seven members shared an evening of Putt Putt at 
Marion and the following meeting Max Hannaford, who had recently travelled to 
Malaysia, gave a talk on his trip and showed slides.  Chris Butler and Lynnette Schubert 
were nominated to represent the club in the ABC competition and two debating teams 
were nominated.  John Neale, Robin Mason and Helen Cellier were nominated for the B 
grade team with Kym Hewlett as reserve.  They were to present the negative argument 
of “that the use of marijuana be legalised”.   The A grade team selected was Judi Mason, 
John Vickers and Lynette Schubert who were to present the negative argument to “that 
the U.N.O. be abolished”.  Peter Stafford was appointed reserve. 
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1973 commenced with a moonlight hike on 4 January.  A group of twenty-six members 
walked up Smiths Road, along Masons Road before walking along Mawson Road and 
finally back to the clubrooms for supper.  A beach picnic was still an annual event and 
this year the group travelled to Aldinga, a popular location well visited over the years.  
This was followed on 18 January with a visit to the Karra Wirra winery at Lyndoch.  Mr 
Kies explained some of the wine while members tasted.  A more sober meeting was held 
on 1 February, which was a business meeting.  Neville Masters resigned as President 
and John Vickers was elected.   Chris Butler was elected to the role of Vice President.  
Greg Peterson reported on the exchange visit to Yankalilla, which had been held over the 
recent long weekend.  Members were 
selected for the forthcoming public speaking 
competitions with the final representatives 
being Ron Jones and Wendy Bailey.  
Meetings were changed to Monday nights 
from 1 March this year. 

On 9-11 February the club held a camp at 
Adare Youth Camp at Victor Harbor.  Over 
thirty members attended.  This huge building 
was a great venue and members had a 
wonderful time.  Nigel Brockhoff played his 
musical saw as feature entertainment. 

 

 

 

 

Another bowling evening was held two weeks 
later when, on 18 February, thirty members 
played night lawn bowls at the Lenswood 
Bowling Club.   

 

  

Jo Shaw - bowling at Lenswood Bowling Club.  
Collection of Jo Shaw. 

Adare at Victor Harbor.  Photo Billy’s Blog.  
http://travelbybill.blogspot.com.au/2012/04/billys-camp-
no7-newland-head.html 
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The following weekend a number of members travelled to Robe to camp with the 
Kingston Club. 

  
Robe weekend – male bonding on the beach.  Collection of Jo Shaw. 

Another business meeting was held on 1 March where planning for a fund-raising paper 
and bottle drive and car trial was undertaken. The following night a group of twenty-nine 
members, friends and advisors travelled to the Blue Gums Hotel at Fairview Park for the 
annual dinner.   

On 12 March an evening of ‘Fractured Flickers” was enjoyed by all.  Russell Schultz 
showed the films “London to Sydney Rally” and film on Donald Campbell’s land speed 
record attempt on Lake Eyre.  Mrs Brooking of the Family Planning Association spoke on 
various forms of contraception on 26 March.  25 April saw numerous reports including 
that the recent car trial made a profit of $38 and the evening completed with an “Easter 
Special”.  It is not clear from the minutes what the ‘special’ was. 

Collecting bottles was a common and profitable fundraising event.  On 7 May twenty-two 
gathered at Mason’s shed for ‘bottle bagging’.  Papers were stored in Plummer’s old 
house and members were often reminded to bale and sell the papers so the old building 
could be knocked down.  Members remember meeting at the house night after night, with 
the intention of packing all papers.  The sheer volume took its toll on their plans as 
papers were stacked high to the ceilings.  In this period film viewing was a common club 
event and on 21 May eighteen members travelled to Adelaide to view the film Cabaret.  
On 4 June the group planned for an exchange weekend with nine members from the 
Keith club driving up for the long weekend.  A tour of Balhannah Coldstores, attendance 
at the Mt Barker Cabaret and finally a river trip with Mt Barker Club was planned.  On 18 
June twenty-one members again travelled to Cross Road Bowls.  As was common they 
later adjourned to supper, again at the Arcadia Coffee Lounge. 
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Year 18 – 1973-1974 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 2 July 1973 at the clubrooms at Forest Range 
and twenty-six members attended.  Those elected were: 

President: John Vickers 
V President: Chris Butler 
Secretary: Evelyn Trenorden 
Asst Secretary: Wendy Bailey 
Treasurer: Bruce Camens 
Public Relations: Peter Stafford 
Hostess: Helen Cellier 
Host: Ron Jones 
Sergeant at Arms: Kym Hewlett 
Advisors: Mrs D Neale, Mr R Brockhoff, Mrs Trevor Schultz, Mrs 

M Fry, Mr C Stafford, Mr W Joyce, Mr N Green, Mrs 
Cellier, Mr R Mason, Mr B Vickers, Brian Trenorden 
  

 

A judo demonstration by Marcus Lederman was presented on 16 July.  Helen Cellier 
competed in, and won, Miss Central Zone at the Central Zone Ball, which we had hosted 
at Lobethal.  This was the second win in a row for the club and Helen went on to 
represent the zone at the Show Ball in September. 

 
Helen Cellier, centre, is awarded Miss Central Zone.  Other participants were Jane Begg, Sandra Hissey, Heather Jenner 
and Bev Neale.  The Courier 25 September, 1973 

Plummer’s old house had been used to store paper, collected for fund raising.  Paper 
was again bundled on 30 July.  A number of members travelled to Lucindale for an 
exchange weekend.  At the Monday meeting of 13 August a visit was held to the 
Department of Agriculture complex at Northfield where the club learned about artificial 
insemination. Chris Butler and David Smith reported on the Lucindale weekend.  Two 
weeks later Graeme Schultz and Chris Butler gave a slide presentation to the group.  
The topic of the slides is not recorded.  The following meeting, on 10 September, the 
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group travelled to that perennial favourite, St Moritz, for an evening of ice skating and an 
ice hockey match. 

Another bottle collection was held, raising $91 for the club finances. Around this period 
there were many invitations to other clubs.  Some club members travelled to Keith, 
others to Kadina and yet more to Tarlee for weekends.  Strong friendships (and 
romances) were formed.  On 8 October, the group visited Tip Top Bakery.  Mr Finlay who 
showed members around before what is detailed as a ‘huge’ supper was shared.  Tip 
Top gave members bread and rolls to take home.  The club were again hosting the zone 
rally and 22 October was a planning meeting for the event to be held in February.   

Oakbank Area School was the venue for the Onkaparinga Theatre Group production of 
“The irregular verb to love”.  As Peter Stafford was the director the club went to view the 
show on 16 November.  A dance was held at the Oakbank Area School hall on 1 
December to celebrate sixteen years of the club. 

Much of the next few months was spent planning and preparing for the zone rally, 
however visits for 1973 commenced with a visit to the Police Headquarters on 21 
January with films on the topic of road safety.   

On 1, 2 and 3 February 1974 the club hosted the Central Zone Rally.  The program of 
each rally was designed to promote competition between the clubs in a range of sport 
events, farming events and social events.  The program is featured below: 

 

 

 
 



A Youth Well Spent 
 

 

© The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc.  28 September 2014   Page | 75 

  

 
 



A Youth Well Spent 
 

 

© The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc.  28 September 2014   Page | 76 

 
 

  



A Youth Well Spent 
 

 

© The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc.  28 September 2014   Page | 77 

  

 

The host club, Lenswood and Forest Range, won the rally shield. 

Then, on 4 February, Bill and Steve from Alcoholics Anonymous shared their 
experiences with the group.  The land around the war memorials again needed attention 
with Peter and Ian Plummer volunteering to spray the blackberries.  4 March saw another 
visit to the Adelaide Fire Brigade headquarters with twenty-four members attending.  
Something completely different was the topic of the next meeting.  On 18 March Mr Colin 
Norris was the guest speaker on the topic of UFOs (Unidentified Flying Objects). 

Guest speaker Mary Weinard gave a slide presentation and talk on South Africa on 1 
April.  At this time members were again planning for the various competitions.  Helen 
Cellier and Helen Bradbrook agreed to represent the club in the cooking competition 
while John Neale and John Vickers were to enter the metal competition. The club hosted 
the Apple Harvest Ball at the Lobethal Centennial Hall and much planning went into the 
evening and supper.  The club presented a painting by Vera McCormick to the “Lobethal 
Elderly Citizens Home”, ie Restvale. 

On 6 May the group travelled to Marion for an evening of Putt Putt Golf however the 
evening was cut short by rain.  The final two meetings of this committee were on 3 June, 
a programming meeting, and 17 June, another evening of bowling at Cross Road Bowl. 

John Vickers nominated for the State Committee this year. 
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Year 19 – 1974-1975 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 1 July 1974 at the clubrooms at Forest Range.  
Those elected were: 

President: Lynette Schubert – note Lynette was the first female 
president 

V President: David Smith 
Secretary: Wendy Bailey 
Asst Secretary: Jacqueline Hayton 
Treasurer: Helen Cellier 
Public Relations: Helen Bradbrook 
Hostess: Julie Stott 
Host: Andrew Sickerdick 
Sergeant at Arms: Ron Jones 
Advisors: Mrs M Fry, Mr & Mrs B Vickers, Mrs Cellier, Mr & Mrs 

Leslie and Mr Smith  
 

The club hosted the Central Zone conference on 3 July.  This was a good start for the 
new committee.  St Moritz Ice Rink, in Hindley Street was the venue of the first meeting 
of this committee.  The members travelled to Hindley Street on 15 July and, after their 
skating, had coffee at the Desert Sands coffee lounge.  This was a ‘cool’ place in Hindley 
Street and you could have Chinotto, served in in a brandy balloon, accompanied by a 
toasted asparagus sandwich!  Kym Hewlett replaced Andrew Sickerdick as host.  On 12 
July members braved the rain to collect donations for the Red Shield Appeal.  The club 
performed this collection for a number of years.   

Mr Bill Bailey gave a talk on bee keeping on 29 July.  He gave a detailed history of bees 
through the ages. This meeting discussed moving from the Forest Range Club rooms to 
the Sunday School rooms at the Lenswood Mission Hall.  Sandra Bond shared third 
place in the Zone demonstrations competition when she demonstrated cutting hair.  
Wendy Bailey was the lucky model. 

On 26 August a progressive dinner was held and twenty-five members travelled from 
Lenswood to the far side of Lobethal in search of food.  The meal started with soup at 
Cellier’s, followed by mornays at Vickers’, then fruit salad at Schubert’s and finally coffee 
at Bailey’s.   Public speaking was not such a strong point at this time in Rural Youth, 
however, on 9 September and evening of impromptu speaking was held.  The following 
speakers were heard: 

• Andrew Sickerdick – “the merits of smoking” 
• Peter Schultz – “advertising” 
• Kym Hewlett – “aims of Rural Youth” 
• Ron Jones – “vegemite” 
• John Vickers – “angles of bananas indicate their origin” 
• Kevin James – “music” 
• Robin Mason – “bridges” 

This meeting learned that their use of the Mission Hall was approved and the members 
went to visit their new facilities and to plan renovations. 

On 23 September Dean Crab from the Department of Agriculture spoke on farm 
management and involved members in “the farming game”.   
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The club had been meeting at Forest Range oval for some years, however this year they 
moved meetings to the Mission Hall.  After a period of cleaning, painting and preparing, 
the club moved meetings to their new clubrooms.  The club replastered walls and painted 
the walls and ceiling of the ‘Sunday School’ rooms as a new clubroom. 

A visit to Parliament House, hosted by Mr McKinanny was the event for the evening of 9 
October.  Twenty-three members attended the tour over the building, which at the time 
was undergoing renovation.  The tour included the library and viewing a session of 
parliament.  Supper that evening was at the home of Evelyn and Bob Golding, who were 
living at Kent Town at the time.  Two weeks later, on 21 October, Detective Cornish of 
the drug squad gave a talk on drug abuse.  On 4 November the club enjoyed an evening 
of Putt Putt at Marion.  A joint meeting with the Lenswood and Forest Range Agricultural 
Bureau was held on 18 November at the Lenswood Memorial Park where a film, 
“Oriental Escapades” was shown by Kelvyn Vickers.  This featured his travels.  An 
exchange from New Zealand, Teresa Gallagher, shared slides of her homeland with the 
group.  Following the presentations the Rural Youth members moved back to their 
clubrooms for a meeting.  The members reported on a barbeque held at Mannum 
Waterfalls.  Activities on the day included climbing and swimming.  Around ten other 
members, who had spent the weekend at Ramco, near Waikerie, joined the picnicking 
members.   

Paper and bottle collecting were still profitable fund raising 
activities for the club at this time.  A report by Peter Plummer 
details 80 bins of bottles each with around 30 dozen bottles was 
collected by two trucks with members working from 11.30 am to 
4.30 pm on one October day.  That’s an astounding 28,800 
bottles collected!  A meeting a month later records a cheque of 
$37 for the bottles.  Another bottle collection was planned for 
after the New Year.  Members were not supposed to collect 
refund bottles, at that time worth .10c however one drive netted 
a number of these and there was much discussion about if they 
should be returned to their owners.  Eventually the shop 
purchased these bottles. 

Around this time the newsletter for SA Rural Youth was called Myalla.  Copies are held at 
the State Library of South Australia. 

Some members travelled to Kangaroo Island over the New Year holiday and Peter 
Plummer provided a report to the meeting on 6 January.  He reported that seven 
members were fined, although their offences were not recorded.  Members from the Mt 
Barker club also travelled to KI and an episode is remembered with Ian Leslie climbing a 
rope over a tree only to end up landing on Clive Schillabeer who cushioned his fall.  The 
group competed in an egg throwing competition at Penneshaw.  However they had 
prepared well and hard-boiled their eggs in advance.  They progressed through the heats 
until one of the team dropped an egg, which aroused suspicions when it failed to break. 

An impromptu debate was held as practice for our teams, the topic being “should Darwin 
be rebuilt”.  On 20 January twelve members travelled to Cross Road Bowl for another 
evening of ten-pin entertainment.  Over the long weekend some members stayed at the 
Toc Ha campsite at Victor Harbor on a club camp.  Margaret Vickers and Robert 
Glastonbury represented the club in the ABC competitions on 2 February and won the 
zone competitions.  The A grade debate team this year was Robert Glastonbury, Martin 
Fry and Andrew Sickerdick or David Smith represented the club.  On 4 February the B 
grade debate team of Kevin James, David Hayton and Richard Smith debated the 
Adelaide club. 
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Peter Plummer (standing),  in back of ute unknown facing away, Robin Mason, Ian (Dynamite) Leslie, unknown part head 
shot, unknown (leaning back) Tom (Trout) Wilson, unknown, inside ute, Helen Cellier, Chris Butler, Roger Schultz.  Photo 
courtesy Graeme Schultz.  Circa 1974. 

 

On 15 February fifteen members gathered at Willomurra Quarter Horse Stud at 
Kersbrook before moving back to Cudlee Creek for a meeting at Jacqui Hayton’s home in 
Cudlee Creek.  Two nights later the group met at the Lenswood Bowling Club for an 
evening of night lawn bowls.   

The annual dinner this year was held at the Tower Hotel and on 17 March the club 
travelled to Lyndoch to again visit the Karra Wirra Winery before returning to Lobethal for 
a meeting at the home of Lynette Schubert.  The next couple of meetings were games 
evenings however on 6 May the club spent the evening at the Strathalbyn Greyhound 
Track watching the races. 

19 May saw the members enjoy a progressive tea, run in reverse.  The courses were 
coffee and biscuits, fruit salad, mornays and finally soup.  A meeting was then held at the 
home of Martin Fry.  At this time members were still renovating the Sunday School rooms 
at the mission hall.  

Sixteen members met at the Ford on 2 June before driving to Angus Street to attend a 
presentation of “Charlie Girl”.  According to the minutes those present greatly enjoyed the 
evening.  An exchange weekend with Crystal Brook club attracted twelve members.  
Martin Fry presented a report of the weekend at the 18 June meeting.  This meeting 
included a showing of the film The Dirty Dozen.  Jane Burchell was nominated to 
represent the club in the Miss Central Zone competition.   
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MISSION HALL MEMORIES … 

 
The Mission Hall Sunday School rooms were turned into Rural Youth Club rooms in the final years of the club.  Photo 
courtesy John Gardiner.  Circa 1980. 

 

 

 

Year 20 – 1974-1975 
The Annual General Meeting was held on 30 June 1975 at the club rooms at the club 
rooms.  Those elected were: 

President: Graeme Schultz 
V President: Kevin James 
Secretary: Jacqui Hayton 
Asst Secretary: Rob Glastonbury 
Treasurer: Margie Vickers 
News Reporter: Rob Glastonbury 
Hostess: Helen Vickers 
Host: Martin Fry 
Sergeant at Arms: Peter Plummer 
Advisors: Sergeant Colmer, Mr & Mrs Hayton, Mrs Vickers, Mr 

Leslie and Mr and Mrs D Plummer  
 

It’s interesting to note that on 14 July the club voted to purchase ashtrays so that 
members didn’t damage the clubroom carpets.  How things have changed!  One club 
member, who won’t be named, says he learned to smoke at Rural Youth.  He recalls a 
group of boys driving home from a visit to Globe Derby and stopping with a packet of 
smokes. The three boys in the car smoked the whole pack before driving home.   
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Thirty-three members attended the Warner Theatre to see the Australian film “Sunday 
too far away”.  The South Australian Film Corporation produced the film.  Members later 
went to the Desert Sands for coffee.   

The Central Zone Ball was hosted by Lenswood & Forest Range at the Lobethal 
Centennial Hall on 9 August.  Peter Stafford, who compared the ball, remembers the 
evening well.  He recalled, "A popular city band had been booked and the dancers were 
moving and grooving with their loud, up-tempo contemporary tunes.  Eventually the time 
came for the traditional Queen’s Waltz.  The entrants for Miss Central Zone were to 
make a formal circuit of the dance floor dancing a waltz before the winner was 
announced.  However, it was at this point that the band advised they didn’t know any 3/4 
waltz beat music.  They had never even heard of “Lara’s Theme” from Doctor Zhivago!  
After some discussion, and singing various tunes to guide them, I led the band by 
counting 1-2-3, 1-2-3 as the dancers struggled to keep straight faces and dance in time 
to a new waltz created on the night!” 

 
Members : Margaret Vickers, Brenton Wilhelm and Ron Jones.  Photo courtesy Graeme Schultz.  Circa 1975. 

 

On 11 August Dr Springett, from the Anti-cancer Association, showed two films and gave 
a talk on cancer.  The club began planning for the Zone conference, which was held at 
Lenswood on 1 October.  At the meeting of 28 August the club played a version of ‘Pick-
a-box’ and had a ‘heated’ discussion about smoking in the club rooms – the smokers 
won the vote.  Woodside St John’s Ambulance was the hosts for the meeting of 8 
September.  The members view films and presentations by cadets.  The club donated 
$50 to the association.  On 22 September a wine identification night was held at Angoves 
Winery.  The members also viewed films on the topic and the evening was recorded as 
enjoyable.  A zone football match was held on Lenswood oval on 28 September.  This 
was an annual event where the girls played the boys.   The girls were victorious, winning 
13.7 to 5.9.  An exchange from Western Australia, Terry Enright, umpired and, according 
to reports, was perhaps more gentle on the female team.  This was the second year in a 
row that the girls defeated the boys. 
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Another progressive tea was held on 6 October. This was followed by a bonfire and 
meeting at the home of Martin Philcox.  Twenty members attended. 

Ron Jones, a member from this period wrote recently “they were great times and quite 
often I reflect back on those days”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No further minute books can be located. 
 

  

From left, Jane Burchell (L&FR), Debbie 
Crowie (Adelaide), Dianne Prentice 
(L&FR), Wendy Blucher (Mt Barker), 
Jacquie Hayton (L&FR) and Bronwyn 
Mortimer.  The Courier 1 October 1975. 
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Year 21 – 1975-1976 
 

 

In 1976 Willie Marwick was an exchangee from Lower Speyside in Scotland.  After his 
stay in the district Willie went to other parts of Australia, however he returned to 
Lenswood time after time, having clearly found a home away from home. 

 
 

Willie recently shared some of his recollections: 

“… brought back many memories of my time in Lenswood and of Australia in 
general … I can still see Marty in my mind, dark facial hair and a beanie hat 
(woollen knitted hat) on his head and always smiling.  He liked his car too, though 
I can’t remember what kind it was.  I think it was red and didn’t have seats in the 
back, so plenty people could get in. 

Marty was always telling me he had a treat for me the next time we went in to 
Adelaide and sure enough after some Rural Youth meeting Marty and his friends 
introduced me to the ‘ pie floater’ (I think that’s what it was called) which of course 
I could not refuse, even if I wanted to.  The pie floater wasn’t too bad but then the 
drive back to Lenswood in the back of Marty’s motor, going round all those 
corners a bit faster than normal (I’m not saying he did it on purpose!!!) was a 
journey that has stayed with me for 38 years. 

I remember one of Marty’s friends, but unfortunately not his name, who was also 
a great character.  He drove a VW beetle and took me out and about a few times 
...  I hope you get the re-union all organised and have a good turn-out and a great 
evening. Makes me wish I could be out there with you all and see all the grey 
heads, bald heads and Zimmer’s as you all meet up.” 
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Year 22 – 1976-1977 
 

Farming activities formed much of many 
club members’ daily lives, so in 
competitions of these skills we performed 
well.  Gary Peterson entered the 1976 Rural 
Youth State Pruning Championship, winning 
the Central Zone competition.   

He later placed third in the state 
competition, after scoring high in the apple 
and stone fruit pruning but lower in the vine 
pruning section.  This only served to provide 
him with a challenge for the next year. 

 
 

John Vickers was the convenor of the 
competition, which saw pruners from all 
over the state compete. 

 

 

 

 
John Vickers, convenor, on 
right discusses technique with 
the winner, Grant Haese from 
Cadell and Mike Flaherty from 
Birdwood.  The Courier 4 
August 1976. 

Gary Peterson demonstrates his pruning prowess 
in preparation for competing at state level.  The 
Courier 21 July 1976. 
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The judges point out how points were won or lost at Roger Brockhoff’s orchard at Lenswood.  The Courier 4 August 1976  

 

The Lenswood and Forest Range club entered a team in the Birdwood “Head of the dam” 
competition.  They built a few models of raft before settling on their final craft.  One 
version was built from drums supplied by Lenswood Motors.  The boys strapped the craft 
together and took it into the middle of a local dam for testing, where is promptly sank.  All 
members fortunately made it to shore, however Martin Fry recalls Gary Peterson, who 
couldn’t swim, walking underwater along the base of the dam and up the wall to safety.   

 

 
Lenswood head of the dam team: Neil Andrews, Martin Philcox, Willie Marwick and Martin Fry.  No reference 
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The day of the event came, and after a gruelling race (of six minutes) the team won by 
many lengths, beating Barossa Valley.  The club also won the raft sprint and the 
marathon, showing an unexpected prowess on the water.  Torrens Valley Club hosted 
this day of sporting activities and many clubs from across the state joined the fun. 

Our club did very well in the Central Zone pruning competition, which is hardly surprising 
given our main industries.  Gary Peterson came first and Lyndall Plummer came second.  
Gary then qualified to enter the State competition. Eager to atone for his low vine pruning 
score the previous year, he studied how to prune a rod and spur vine.  He recalls that his 
source of reference was David Kilpatrick’s book on pruning. The judging criterion was on 
shape, vigour control, fruiting wood and laterals.  A little study clearly pays off as Gary 
went on to the state finals.   

 
Top two pruners - Gary Peterson, Lyndall Plummer – from The Courier 8 June 1977. 

 
Peter Plummer, Robert Grivell from Mt Barker and unknown, taken at Hahndorf, circa 1977.  Collection 
of Kathy Plummer. 
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Kathy Plummer, Ian Leslie, Jane Burchell, Peter Plummer, unknown, Jaquie Hayton, unknown at Jane Burchell’s home 
circa 1977.  Collection of Trevor Manning. 

 

 

 

Year 23 – 1977-1978 
 

In July Gary Peterson won the state pruning finals.  His memories of the 1977 State 
Competition are that this involved pruning apple trees (Jonathons) at Ken Filsell’s 
Orchard, Forest Range, stone fruit (nectarine) at Roger Brockhoff’s Orchard, Lenswood 
and grape vines at Penfold’s Winery, Magill.  Amazing to think that they had to travel to 
Magill to prune vines as vineyards in Lenswood has only just started to be planted.  How 
different it is today.  Gary cannot recall who judged the vine pruning but he does recall he 
was awarded 72%.  However, he remembers well who scored the other sections.  Roger 
Brockhoff judged the stone fruit pruning, awarding him 89% and Ken Filsell and Dean 
Brock judged the apple pruning, awarding him 99%.  

Lenswood and Forest Range Club featured strongly in the placings with Gary beating a 
former club member Chris Butler (now of Gawler) by eleven points and another former 
club member, Brenton Wilhelm (now of Jamestown) came third.  There were eleven 
contestants. 
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Co-ordinator Mark Hill, with assistant John Vickers, winner Gary Peterson and one of the judges, Brian Mason.  The 
Courier 27 July 1977. 

 
 

 

At the zone rally this year, hosted by Mt Barker club at 
the end of January the following members were 
winners of their speciality: 

• Cooking – Susette Fry 
• Dressmaking – Roslyn Schultz 
• Slides – Lenswood & Forest Range club 

The “glossiest apple in the Central Zone tree” for 1977 
was Kathy Plummer.   Kathy represented the club at 
the Miss Central Zone Rally Ball and won the Queen 
competition.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

Kathy Plummer – Collection of Kathy Fry. 
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The Lenswood and Forest Range club again won the Head of the Dam competition at 
Birdwood.  This was the second year in a row and it is understood that other teams 
destroyed our vessel after this event! 
 

 
Jacquie Hayton, standing with white tee-shirt at the Head of the Dam, circa 1977.  Collection of Trevor Manning. 

In May the club competed in a quiz competition for the zone based on It’s Academic.  
Compered by Peter Stafford the evening pitted clubs against each other with the winning 
member going on to represent the zone.  Adelaide club were the winners. 

 

Kevin Schultz was convenor of the “Its Academic Quiz”.  Kevin (at left) congratulates 
the winning Adelaide team; Mike Neumann, Glenda Watchman and Lester 
Saegenschnitter.  The Courier 24 May 1978 
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Year 24 – 1978-1979 
 

1978 was a memorable year for Susette Fry.  She married Gary Peterson (a Rural Youth 
romance) AND entered the cooking competition at the Royal Show.  She shared her 
memories below: 

My memory of my involvement in this is a little sketchy.  I won the regional 
cooking competition earlier in the year (I remember it being in the summer 
months).  This was held at the Oakbank Area School Home Economics 
kitchens.  I think Andrew Leslie was involved in it as well.  

I am not sure, but was this part of a rally organised by our club.  If it was I don’t 
really recall any other events though.  I thought I would do my bit and then that 
would be it but unfortunately I won and therefore had to be involved in the Royal 
Adelaide Show state competition. 

First was the regional cook-off.  The requirements were to prepare a two-course 
meal for two featuring poultry and a dessert using dried fruit.  There was a time 
frame but can’t really recall how long although I do know that trying to come up 
with something to cook with dried fruit in the time frame proved difficult.  Helen 
Vickers helped me and, with help from Helen Mason, created a balanced menu 
using a Helen Mason family recipe of ‘Forresters Chicken’ with vegetables.  The 
meals were judged on the balance of the meal, table setting/presentation, 
completing within the time frame and tidiness. 

Having to go in the Royal Adelaide Show suddenly felt very serious and, had it 
not been for Helen Vickers, I think I would have bailed out.  The event was 
sponsored by SA Gas which meant I had to cook on a gas stove.  That was 
something that I wasn’t familiar with.  I also had take all ingredients, saucepans, 
utensils, folding table, table cloth etc.  Helen organised me to pack up and go to 
her place one day and do a complete trial from start to finish to ensure that I 
would complete in the appropriate time.  At that time we changed the dessert to 
an Apricot/Pineapple Meringue pie because the first dessert took a little too long. 

I had to take the day off work and the first challenge of the day was to get a park 
close enough to be able to carry all the gear into the Royal Adelaide Show and 
locate where I had to be.  The cooking facilities weren’t as good as the Oakbank 
Area School as it was all portable and makeshift for the occasion but was good 
enough.  It was a bit like MasterChef but not as sophisticated.  Judges walked 
around and people peered through panelled glass windows.  One good change 
with the Show competition was that, as we didn’t have any sinks close by, we 
were allocated a person to whom we could pass the dirty dishes.  They would 
wash them and bring them back, therefore keeping tidy was very easy.  I recall I 
finished well ahead of time and was standing around waiting for the meringue 
dish in the oven when I nearly forgot about it and there were a couple of burned 
tips on the meringue which I quickly picked off with my fingers. 

I was glad it was all over and was completely surprised and shocked when my 
name was called for Second Prize.  I was presented with a Second Prize 
Certificate, a Royal  Show red sash (like the ones they put around cows), a 
portable BBQ with gas bottle and heaps of sundry cooking ingredients.  The last 
challenge for the day was collecting all the gear I had brought to the show as well 
as the prizes I had won and getting it all back to the car.  Gary had to make 
several trips to the car.  
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Oh I forgot to mention that one of the judges in the regional cooking competition 
was Helen Vickers! 

 

 
 

 

 

1978 Royal Adelaide Show : Rural Youth Cookery Championship second prize award.  Collection of Susette Peterson. 

  

Stock Journal 1978 – article on Royal Show cookery competition winners.  Susette Peterson on the 
right.  Collection of Susette Peterson.  
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The last president of Lenswood and Forest Range Rural Youth Club was Kevin Schultz.  
Consensus says Andrew Leslie was secretary at the time, however he doesn’t recall 
holding the position.  The last year was perhaps 1979.  When clubs disbanded it was 
customary for the final minute books to be handed to the Department of Agriculture.  
Some of these minutes books are now located in the State Library of South Australia and 
some with State Archives.  However, despite contact with the Department during 
preparation this booklet, the final minute book of our club cannot be located. 
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Rural Youth badge collection – collection of John Vickers 

 
Rural Youth 2002 reunion mug.  Collection of John Vickers 
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Photo courtesy Peter Fry. 

1969.  Adelaide Rural Youth Summer Camp photo bomb.  Photo courtesy Peter Fry. 

1969.  Adelaide Rural Youth Summer Camp.  Photo courtesy Peter Fry. 

1969.  Aldinga beach picnic.  Photo courtesy Peter Fry. 

1969.  Aldinga beach picnic – Adrian .  Photo courtesy Peter Fry. 



A Youth Well Spent 
 

 

© The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc.  28 September 2014   Page | 96 

1969.  Central versus Southern Zone girls’ football match.  Umpire (in white dress) Alan Manning.  
Photo courtesy Mary Spackman. 
1970.  Neville Masters.  Photo courtesy Peter Fry. 
1970.   Coober Pedy bus trip with Mt Barker Club.  Photo courtesy Peter Fry. 
1973.  Jo-Anne Shaw - bowling at Lenswood Bowling Club.  Collection of Jo Shaw. 
1973.  Robe weekend – fun on the beach.  Collection of Jo Shaw. 
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1975.  Members : Margaret Vickers, Brenton Wilhelm and Ron Jones.  Photo courtesy Graeme 
Schultz.   
1977.  Central Zone Queen Kathy Plummer – Collection of Kathy Fry. 

1977 (circa).  Jacquie Hayton, standing with white tee-shirt at the Head of the Dam.  Collection of 
Trevor Manning. 
1977 (circa).  Kathy Plummer, Ian Leslie, Jane Burchell, Peter Plummer, unknown, Jaquie Hayton, 
unknown at Jane Burchell’s home.  Collection of Trevor Manning. 
1977 (circa).  Peter Plummer, Robert Grivell from Mt Barker and unknown, taken at Hahndorf.  
Collection of Kathy Plummer.\  
1978. Royal Adelaide Show : Rural Youth Cookery Championship second prize award.  Collection 
of Susette Peterson.  

1980.  The Mission Hall, Lenswood.  Photo courtesy John Gardiner.   
2014.  Forest Range oval clubrooms.  Photo courtesy Peter Stafford. 
2014.  Lenswood Memorial Park Hall.  Photo courtesy Peter Stafford. 
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